
 

EAST GREENBUSH CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

BUDGET REVIEW & ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2015 

 

 

1. Call to Order – 7:30 p.m. 

 

2. Attendance 

 

BRAC: Ms. Carroll, Ms. Lento, Mr. Pratt, Mr. Romanowski 

BOE:  Mr. Mann 

Admin: Dr. Nagle,  Ms. Belmont 

 

3. Presentation by Al Spain, North Greenbush Town Supervisor and Mark Lacivita, 

Chairperson of North Greenbush Planning Board:  Town of North Greenbush 

Planning Board Activity, October 2015.  
 Mr. Spain and Mr. Lacivita gave a comprehensive overview regarding the status of  

 numerous projects approved by the planning board as well as current projects under 

 discussion.  A very detailed report was provided which listed all projects as well as their  

 current status (see attachment 2.)  Further discussion surrounded the following: 

 

  Van Rensselaer Square has potential for a small credit union.  This is  

  on the northeast side of Routes 4 & 43.  Town officials are scheduled  

to meet with local attorney, Paul Goldman, on 10/20/15.  Goldman is 

  representing the builder.  Lacivita said that there is infrastructure in  

on the NE lot, but not on the SE.  There are connections in place on  

parts of SE that can easily be used to develop needed infrastructure 

when needed.  For the NE lot, there is a main entrance off of Rt. 43 

with an emergency exit on to Bloomingrove.  The SE entrance is off 

of Best Rd. with a second entrance off of Agway Drive.  When these 

lots are developed, they will have a big impact on taxes because they 

are all commercial.  The town of North Greenbush would like to attract 

tenants like Shop Rite.  There is no news to date regarding other potential 

tenants including the much desired Shop Rite.  

 

 Van Alen Apartments have broke ground.  Project was approved 10  

years ago for 150 apartments, but is currently up to 244 apartments. 

Construction will be in two phases.  Phase I will be completed over the 

summer with Phase II being completed in the fall of 2017.  These will 

be high end rentals consisting of 2-3 bedrooms.  Some of the buildings  

will be 3 stories high.  Mr. Lacivita noted that this will be a compact  

space.  Ms. Belmont noted concerns regarding buses entering and  

referenced difficulties with school buses at the Oak Hill Apartment  

complex. 

 



The project on Lorenzo Drive will have some house in EGCSD and  

other houses in the Little Red Schoolhouse district.   

 

 

All houses in Berkeley Estates will be in EGCSD, however some are  

in the Town of East Greenbush and some are in the town of North  

Greenbush.  The towns are still working together to determine  

responsibility for shared services. 

 

There are two new homes going in to the Forest Hills development.   

These are very high end homes, generally around $1,000,000. 

 

There was a very extensive conversation regarding the Oak Hill  

Apartment Complex and the difficulties with navigating school buses  

within said complex.  Mary Ann Belmont stated that the roads are too  

narrow and that the buses are unable to go into the development.   

Therefore all the children who live there must go to a common bus  

stop.  Ms. Belmont stated that she is not happy with the situation, but  

that it is impossible to get the school buses in there.   She expressed  

additional concerns regarding the new apartment complex that is 

 slated to be built.   

 

Mr. Lacivitas suggested that the EGCSD compose a letter requesting  

that they are included on any site plan approvals and that the EGCSD 

specifications for buses are clearly listed.  The NG Planning Board  

will then require future developers to submit something in writing  

stating that they have complied with the EGCSD specifications for  

buses.  It was suggested that the letter include actual measurements  

for the radius required for a school bus to turn around.  Ms. Belmont  

noted that the school buses have difficulty navigating around some  

cul-de-sacs as well.  She stated that she will do some research and  

prepare a letter.  Mr. Pratt stated that he would reach out to Larry Edson,  

Asst. Superintendent of Business for the EGCSD.  Dr. Nagle and  

Mr. Lacivitas stated that they would reach out to Larry as well.   

 

Mr. Mann suggested that the letter not only be sent to the town of  

North  Greenbush, but to all towns that reside within the ECCSD.   

Everyone agreed that that would be an excellent idea. 

 

Mr. Lacivitas was very supportive of including the school district in  

on all future  projects.  He was under the impression that the school  

was currently receiving all submitted proposals.  Both Dr. Nagel and  

Ms. Belmont stated that they were not receiving any specific site plans.   

Mr. Lacivitas said that he will reach out to Larry.  Mr. Lacivitas will  

require builders to send a copy of the plans to the school district in the  

future. 



 

 

Mr. Pratt questioned the potential for road development on Route 4.   

Mr. Lacivitas and Mr. Spain spoke extensively regarding the reasons  

why there are no current plans for road development.  Essentially  

there have been a number of traffic impact studies done and none  

of them warrant changing or improving the roads.  They all state that  

the road is well within capacity. 

 

Mr. Spain stated that the Department of Transportation consistently  

says that there is no money available for roads at this time.  Mr. Lacivitas  

echoed these remarks.  They did state that there will be a turning land 

going in for east bound Glenmoor Rd.  

 

The town of North Greenbush has just approved a five year master plan.   

It has implemented some guidelines for future projects that are designed  

to enhance the aesthetic appeal of the town.  These include requiring  

parking to be in the back of buildings rather than the front.  The town  

prefers buildings with stone work and uses the Cumberland Farms and  

Berkshire Bank as examples of the type of buildings that they prefer. 

 

It was again reiterated that the town of North Greenbush would be very  

happy to require all builders to meet the specifications laid out by the EGCSD 

 for bus accommodations.  Mr. Lacivitas stated that they only need a letter  

from EGCSD  requesting the town to do so and that the letter should have  

very clearly outlined specifications.  The planning board will then require 

that the builder meet with the school district for approval.  The builder 

will have to submit a letter to the planning board stating the results of said  

meeting prior to the planning board giving final approval of any projects. 

Mr. Lacivitas said that they will require the agreed upon specifications to 

be included on the stamped plans and then by law the builder will have to 

comply. 

 

Dr. Nagle thanked Mr. Spain and Mr. Lacivitas again for their report.   

Mr. Spain reminded the committee that this is his last term, but that he will  

now be serving on the Capital District Transportation Committee. 

  

  

  

4. General Committee Discussion 
 

Dr. Nagle stated that the next BRAC meeting will have presenters from the town of 

Schodack.  That meeting may also address the I.D.E.A.   

 

Mr. Pratt stated that he has not had any success in reaching Keith Langley from the 

town of East Greenbush.  He said that he will continue to reach out to him to see if the 



town can send someone from the planning board, or Mr. Langley himself, to update 

BRAC on future projects. 

 

There was discussion about the state of the sewer plant.  Mr. Mann said that the new 

plant is almost done.   

 

Mr. Pratt expressed interest in finding out what is happening in terms of development 

for the city of Rensselaer as well as Rensselaer County. 

 .  

 

5. Adjournment  

 

 

 

Attachments:   

 

1—BRAC Agenda 

2—Town of North Greenbush Planning Board Activity October 2015 


