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East Greenbush Central School District 

 

COMMITTEE FOR CURRICULUM STUDY (CCS) 
Columbia High School – Library Classroom 

Wednesday, March 2, 2016 – 3:30 p.m. 

 

 

A G E N D A 
 

Motion to begin meeting:  Carol Willis 

Second: Brian Marsh 

 

1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES (2/3/16) 
   

2. CURRICULUM TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

3. NEW BUSINESS 
 

a. Subcommittee Reports 
 

● Athletics (M. Leonard) - None at this time. 

 

● Alternative Education (B. Marsh) - Brian Marsh said that they are working with Wayne to 

review the Accomplishments and Needs Assessment of the MAPP program and will focus on 

four SMART goals (attendance, passing rate on Core subjects, Regents exam results and 

retention rates). 

 

● Library  - None at this time. 

 

b.   Curriculum Writing Projects 
 

● Crime in Literature (M. Asenbauer & J. DeFrias) 

Jason DeFrias reviewed the different units that the CIL course is composed of. (See course 

outline attachment). The course was taught for the first time in the Fall of 2015 to 24 students, 17 

of whom expressed interest in going into the Criminal Justice field. At the conclusion of the 

course, he asked students to take a survey regarding the course itself and the materials used 

within it. One glaring omission that students noticed was that while each unit had several short 

pieces to read as ancillary texts throughout the course, there was not one piece that could be 

referred to throughout the entire course. He explained that he reviewed summaries of four texts 

with the class, and 22 of the 24 students expressed an interest in the text Columbine, rather than 

Defending Jacob, In Cold Blood, and Helter Skelter. Wendy McAlonie asked which students 

take the course, and Meagan Asenbauer explained that it was a semester-long course for 12th 

graders that counts as a literature course.  

 

Lynne Pampel asked what essential question would the students be asked to answer after reading 

Columbine? What content or big ideas does the course focus on? Mr. DeFrias replied that it 

would depend on how the book might be used. If he were to use the entire book, it would be 

referred to throughout the course.  If only excerpts were used, they would be used in certain units 

of the course.  
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Dr. Pampel brought up the idea that Sue Klebold recently published a book about mental illness 

and that since the events in Columbine, there have been 40 mass school shootings. Her biggest 

concern is providing students with a text that might serve as a blueprint for copycat events. She 

was also concerned about graphic scenes, especially the last chapter.  

 

Ms. McAlonie asked what Jason’s plan was if a student or parent was not comfortable with 

reading the book. Jason provided a copy of the letter that parents would be asked to sign, and 

would have alternate assignments for those students who may not be comfortable reading it.  

 

Donna Shepardson asked about the possibility of using only excerpts of the text.  

 

Kathleen Curtin interjected and said that she didn’t think that it is a book that the students would 

be able to read and not respond to immediately.  

 

A discussion then ensued about the questions and concerns regarding including the book within 

the curriculum...  

 

VOTE 

Teach the book with written notification to parents and a note in the Program of Studies:  18 

Do not teach the book:  0 

Abstain:  6 

 

It was decided that the entire text should be taught and that parents would receive a written 

summary detailing the graphic nature of the text when the student registers.  

 

c.   New Course Proposal 
 

● Curriculum Equivalent Introduction to Algebra 1A/ Curriculum Equivalent Introduction to 

Algebra 1B (T. Maney) 

  

Tara Maney presented information regarding this class for incoming freshmen in September 

2016.  Students who struggle with significant math delays in 8th grade are currently co-taught by 

a math teacher and a Special Education teacher. This proposal would be a course that is the 

curriculum equivalent to Intro to Algebra 1A and would be co-taught by a CHS Math teacher and 

a Special Education teacher in a small group setting. Students would take Algebra 1A in 2016-17 

and 1B in 2017-18. Therefore, it is a two year commitment rather than one year. This would be a 

change in the delivery, rather than a change in the course. Students who would typically go into 

Math 9 would instead go into 1A. After completing 1A and 1B, they will then take a third year of 

math and still be able to enroll in VOTEC.  Frank DiDonato reiterated that this is a two-year 

commitment, and students won’t be able to be in a mainstream Algebra B class the second year, 

but need to stay in the 1B. FTE impact will not be seen until 2017-18 since there is already a 

Special Education teacher teaching Math 9 for 2016-17. 

 

Motion to approve:  Joanne Allen 

Second: Melissa Dupont 

  

 

4. OLD BUSINESS 
 

  None at this time 
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5. PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 

None at this time. 

 

 

6. FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER 
 

  None at this time. 

 

 

7. ADJOURNMENT 
 

  Motion to adjourn: Tammy Kirwin 

  Seconded by: Tara Maney 


