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ALUMNI ATHLETE
INDUCTEES

A student athlete alumni whose .
accomplishments at Columbia
High School represented the
highest caliber of achievement in
his/her time as well as athletes
who have achieved success after
graduation.

In order of year of graduation

ROYAL
HERRINGTON
Class of 1942
Roy was a great basketball center for
Columbia during the school's first season in
1940-1941. He scored the first points in the
school's history on November 29, 1940. Roy
set the schools first record as High Scorer
with 169 points during his two seasons. Roy
returned as Captain during the 1941-42
season leading his team to 11 wins in a 16
game season. That .688% record has only
been bested by ten other teams in
Columbia's 62 year history.
Royis the only basketball player in
Columbia's history (that we are aware of)
about whom a song was written. The song
was sung at pep rallies, on bus trips and at
the games.
Roy was a member of the Columbia
High School Class of 1942, however, he left
school before graduation. Roy entered active
duty with the Army Air Corps. Under
Operation Recognition Program for War Time
Veterans, Roy received his Columbia High
School Diploma at the Board of Education
meeting on April 30, 2003.

JOHN "Jack" MARKS
Class of 1948

'/

Jack earned eight varsity letters in
three sports and played on Columbia's first
and second (six-man) football teams during
1946-1947. During Jack's varsity basketball
career, he scored 458 points and set the
individual game scoring record at 33 points in
his junior season. He then tied his own record
of 33 points his senior year.
Mer graduation, Jack first attended
Brockport State and graduated from the
University at Albany, then called Albany
State Teacher's College. He played half of a
season basketball at Brockport and three
years for Albany State. He also played two
years of baseball at Albany State. Jack had a
minor league baseball tryout with the New
York Giants.
Jack coached
basketball at the State
University of New York
at Cobleskill for four
years. He received his
PhD from the University
of Beverly Hills in
California.

HENRY "HANK" ROMER
Class of 1961
Henry was awarded seven varsity
letters in three sports, basketball, football
and track, while a student at Columbia.
During his two year varsity basketball
career, Henry scored 488 points for a career
with an average of 16.27 points per game,
He is currently fifth in this category of
career average per game. As a senior he
established a new school record by scoring
40 points in a single game. This was prior
to the three point goal. During his senior
season, Henry averaged 24 points per game.
In his Senior year, Henry was
awarded the top position on the AllSuburban Council Basketball Team. He
was also Captain of the varsity basketball
team in his senior
year. The 1961
Columbia yearbook "Senior
Superlatives"
section gave him
the "Best Athlete"
title, as well as,
"Most Popular".

PAUL THOMPSON
Class of 1969
Paul was one of the few Columbia
athletes to play four years of varsity baseball.
By the end of his Freshman year, he was the
team starter at third base and a heavy
contributor with his bat. He was named to the
All-Suburban Baseball 1st team in his Junior
and Senior years and the 2nd team in his
Sophomore year. Paul was captain of the
baseball team his junior and senior years.
Starting in seventh grade, he and his
class had very successful basketball seasons.
He played three years of varsity basketball
showing his versatility and being a team player.
Paul played soccer for four years and
was captain his junior and senior years. He was
again chosen for 1st team All-Suburban his
junior and senior years.
In college, Paul
played both baseball
and soccer. He has
been a college baseball coach for 24 years
and was named
Mountain Valley
Coach of the year 3
times.

ALBERT "ROCKY".
RAUSCH
Class of 1973
While a student at Columbia, Rocky
played baseball,
basketball and track.
He
played four years of varsity baseball and received All-Suburban Honors his junior and senIOryears.
At Jacksonville University in Florida,
Rocky was a walk-on at tryouts and was placed
on the varsity team his freshman year.. He
played four years on varsity. He had a college
lifetime batting average of .298 and ADO batting
average his junior year. He was captain his
senior year. While in college he was recognized
as All District Player, All South Player twice
and College All-American for twice.
In 1977, Rocky represented the United
States on the US All-Star Team touring South
America. He was then drafted by the Cleveland
1~i~ Indians.
He played four
years
in AA Minor
League, ending his career after a bout of
tendonitis.
While his
playing career ended,
Rocky continued in baseball as assistant coach at
Louisiana State University while getting his
Masters Degree in education.
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RUSSELL HILTON
Class of 1984
Russ was the first player in the area to
earn All-American honors in Lacrosse after his
Junior year. While playing for Columbia, Russ
was named 1st team All-Area in his Junior and
Senior years. He holds third place in the record book for all time total points at Columbia 145, and single season points - 85, first place in
the record book for most Hat Tricks - 13 and
single season goals - 65
Russ played lacrosse at Hudson Valley
Community College earning Junior College
Player of the Year in his Senior year. He holds
the All Time Leading Scorer record at HVCC
with 235 points and was also named All American at HVCC. He earned a scholarship to Division I St Johns University. Upon graduation, he
was nominated to participate in the Division I
NorthlSouth Game.
Russ continues
to play lacrosse in
national tournaments
and still maintains a
high level of performance and enthusiasm
for the game.

BARBARA FINKE
SAUTER
Class of 1985
Barb captained Columbia's first Section II
Title Team in softball. She was an outstanding
defensive player at first base committing only one
error during two years. Barb also played basketball; volleyball and was on the cross country
team. In basketball at Columbia she holds the
records for career rebounds - 533 & blocked shots
- Career 129, Season 76.
Barb's outstanding hitting earned her a
scholarship in softball to the University of Maine,
where she was a four year starter. There she set
records for walks in a career & fielding chances at
first base. Barb was Academic All American in
1988 and was on the Deans List seven of eight
college semesters.
Barb continued to be involved in softball
after graduating, coaching
JV Softball at Columbia
before
becoming Head
Softball Coach at Siena.
She was named MAAC
Coach of the Year in 1988
and received the Bill
Kirsch Coach of the Year
Award for Women's Sports
at Siena in 2000.

JOHN KELLER
Class of 1986
John is one of the few Columbia athletes to
achieve All-American status in any sport. He is an AllAmerican in lacrosse. John led Columbia High School
in 1986 to their only Section II Championship in lacrosse. He was captain both his junior and senior year.
John was chosen as 1st Team Midfield All Star in both
his junior and senior years. He also played Football &
was also a member of the Indoor Track team at Columbia.
John attended Union College graduating in .
1991. There John played Lacrosse from 1988 until 1991,
was Team Captain in 1991 and Team MVP in 1990 and
1991. He was the leading scorer from 1989 to 1991 and
ranked in the top five in the nation from 1989 to 1991.
He received the honor of being named to the All Capital
Land attack team and was their MVP in 1990 and 1991.
John was the winner of the William A. Pike Award for
Junior Athlete of the Year and he was selected to play
in the Exceptional Seniors North-South All Star Game.
He was ranked first all-time in points at Union College
with 238 points and was named to All-American College
Team from 1989 through 1991.
After graduation, John
played professional indoor
lacrosse for the Boston Blazers
for one year. In 1995, he played
on the USA Select Team for
National Championships in
Australia. In 2001, he was
invited to try out for the US
lacrosse Team (World Team).
He has been a six-time leading
scorer-USCLA Brine Division
Lacrosse Club.

LISA DANIELS
FISHELL
Class of 1988
Lisa was the first windmill pitcher in
Section II Softball. She was responsible for
helping Columbia win four Sectional titles
(1985, 1986, 1987, and 1988), three
Regional Finalists (1985, 1986 and 1988),
winning the Region and going to the NYS
Class A State Finalist Tournament in 1988.
As Co-Captain in her senior year,
Lisa graduated as the most winning pitcher
at Columbia. She also has the distinction of
having the most shutouts. These honors
helped her earn an athletic scholarship to
Quinnipiac College in Connecticut, were she
earned Athlete of the
Week for her conference and City Series
MVP.

SHAY HARRISON
Class of 1990
Shay played three years of Varsity
Basketball at Columbia High School. He
also participated in two years of Varsity
Track as a long jumper and quarter miler.
As a senior, Shay captained the first
Columbia team to ever play in the Glens
Falls Civic Center. That year he was a
Channel 13 All Star. Shay earned 1st Team
All-Suburban in both his junior and senior
year. Shay ranks 11th all time in scoring
with 721 points and fourth in three point
field goals with 95.
Shay was a member of the National
Honor Society and graduated as
Valedictorian of a class of over 400
Columbia students. Shay received
an academic scholarship to Rice University.
He was a walk-on at
basketball tryouts and
played two years on
varsity.
Shay currently
is Assistant Girls
Varsity Basketball
Coach at Columbia.
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COACH
FACULTY/STAFF
INDUCTEES
A coach or faculty member whose
contributions and achievements have
improved the reputation and brought
credit to our school or have inspired
our student athletes to achieve their
own personal level of excellence. Not
based solely on wins and losses and
championships but determined by the
degree of respect given the coach and
program by other people.

RICHARD RANDALL
Rick personifies the values and
integrity that the Athletic Hall of Fame
recognizes. His knowledge of football,
lacrosse, and basketball is incredible. Rick
has worked in the East Greenbush School
District for 40 years. During that time he
has been Head Coach in football, boys
basketball, boys lacrosse, and tennis. He
has also been assistant coach in football,
boys soccer, wrestling, boys lacrosse and
baseball.
Rick coached the Columbia Section II
Championship Team in Lacrosse in 1996
and helped to develop three All-American
Lacrosse players. He has earned Coach of
the Year in Lacrosse for the Capital
District, Hall of Fame, Lacrosse Coaches of
the Capital District and Member of
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professional football.

HARRY RAPENSKE
Harry was a basketball and baseball
coach for Columbia from 1950 to 1956.
During the 1951-52 basketball season,
Coach Rapenske led Columbia to its first
Section II Basketball Championship with a
record of 19-3. This Section II Championship was not duplicated until 1995. His
Columbia team also tied for the Central
Hudson Valley League Championship for
the 1952-53 Season.
Harry's overall winning percentage
remains a record today. Of the twelve
coaches of boy's varsity basketball since the
first season in 1940-41, Coach Rapenske
had the best overall winlloss record of 70-41
with a 64% record. His 1951-52 single
season winning percentage of .864 is second
in Columbia history, and it was not
exceeded until the 1991-92 season, 40 years
later.
Coach Rapenske was named Albany
Times Union Section II Basketball Coach of
the Year in 1952 after his champion season.

EDITH COSGROVE
Every June a graduating girl from Columbia
is given The Edith Cosgrove Award for earning the
most varsity letters and participating in two varsity
sports in her senior year. It is very appropriate the
award is named for Edith, a wonderful teacher and
coach who stressed participation, fair play and to
always strive for personal improvement.
Edith first started as a Physical Education
teacher in the East Greenbush School District. She
started the Boys Varsity Tennis program and
coached both boys and girls tennis teams.
When there was no interscholastic leagues
for girls in school, Edith arranged for "Play Days"
with other schools in the area. When needed Edith
would drive a school bus to get the girls to scheduled
locations for the play days. While equality of female
sports did not start until 1972 (Title 9 Act), twenty
years before Edith was coaching teams in field
hockey, basketball, softball and archery for women.
Since these activities were not funded, she
volunteered her time just to benefit the students.
In 1960, Edith became a full time Guidance
Counselor at Columbia. She
became a charter member of
the Capital District Board of
WomenN ational Officials
Rating Committee. She was
certified to teach, test and
judge other referees.

COMMUNITY
MEMBER
CATEGORY
INDUCTEES
A community member whose
special contributions, efforts,
service and support have
resulted in a meaningful
contribution to athletes and/or
athletic programs of the
East Greenbush Central School
District.

DICK DORAN
Class of 1944
Dick is a familiar face at Columbia
Soccer games. You might also have seen him at
many other school events, and he rarely misses
home basketball games. His most sustaining
and meaningful contribution has been the
consistent and constructive positive support he
has conveyed to the players, coaches and
families. The usual high school team fans, parents and fellow students change every few
years, but Dick has been there rooting for and
assisting the soccer program every season year
in and year out.
Dick has been a member of the Soccer
Planning and Activities Committee, Voluntary
Director of Public Relations for Boy's Soccer and
was made Honorary Coach of soccer. His
working relationship with various newspapers
and television stations has enabled the soccer
program to receive increased coverage.
Dick is a native of East Greenbush,
graduating from Columbia in 1944. You may
know all of these things about Dick Doran, but
what you may not know is that on October 2,
1941 as a 14 year old Sophomore in a game
against Kinderhook High, Dick scored the first
soccer goal for Columbia. Dick also played
baseball and basketball for Columbia.

Congratulations to the 2004
Columbia Athletic Hall of Fame
inductees. You show the true
spirit of our athletes and bring
the past and present together as
one. Thank you to all for paving
the way for all our young athletes and teaching them how
hard work, integrity, strength,
and pride can pay off. You are
the pride of the East Greenbush
School District Community &
the Columbia Athletic Family.
Blue Devil Pride
Mike Leonard
Athletic Director

Thank you to all who have helped in
preparing for this years
Athletic Hall of Fame Celebration.
Please join us next year on
Sunday, May 1, 2005
for the Third Annual
East Greenbush Central School District
Athletic Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony.

CURRENT MEMBERS OF THE
ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME

Alumni Athlete Category:
(in order of year of graduation)

Donald Bins (1949)*
Milt Graham (1952) .
Richard Aloise (1954)*
William Romer (1962)
Michael M. Mahar (1966)
Gerald Elliot (1967)
Robert Hellwig (1977)
Inge Stockman Aiken (1979)
Richard Romer (1984)
Robin Romer Chudy (1988)
Kurt Randall (1990)
Marc Williams (1991)
Doug Keenholts(1995)
Coach/Staff

Community

Category:

Nicholas Budnowski*
Peter Citrolo
Robert Smith

* deceased

