
FOCUS N E W S L E T T E R
EAST GREENBUSH CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

M A Y  2 0 1 7

BUDGET 
VOTE

TUESDAY

7 a.m. – 9 p.m.

MAY 16
BRIEF

1.   A $92,157,156 budget for 
the 2017-18 school year

2.   Two school bus propositions

3.   Three capital project  
propositions

4.    Three vacant Board  
of Education seats

WHAT WILL I BE VOTING ON?
On May 16, District residents will vote on the $92.2 million proposed school budget. 

The proposed budget would maintain all current programs and services with a tax levy 
increase of 3.7%, which is consistent with the state property tax cap of 3.7% for EGCSD. 

In addition to the school budget, residents will vote on the replacement of school buses 
and a capital project that addresses aging infrastructure in all school buildings.

2017-18 School Budget Maintains All  
Programs and Stays Within Tax Cap

•   Total 2017-18 proposed budget is $92,157,156
•   Property tax levy increase of 3.7%
•   Replacement of 10 school buses
•   $39 million capital project that addresses aging infrastructure

BUDGET AT A GLANCE:

PROPOSITION NO. 1 (Budget)
RESOLVED; That the operating budget, in the amount of $92,157,156, as proposed 
by the Board of Education, be adopted for the school fiscal year 2017 – 2018 and 
the levy of taxes be assessed therefore in accordance with law.

PROPOSITION NO. 2 (School Buses)
RESOLVED; (a)  That the Board of Education of the East Greenbush Central School 
District, in the Counties of Rensselaer and Columbia, New York (the “District”), 
is hereby authorized to purchase various school buses and to expend therefore, 
including preliminary costs and costs incidental thereto and the financing thereof, 
an amount not to exceed the estimated total cost of $591,086; (b) that the Board 
of Education is hereby authorized to expend $591,086 for the vehicles referred 
to herein from the District’s “Capital Reserve Fund – Bus Purchase” which was 
established pursuant to voter approval on May 18, 2010; and (c) that the Board 
of Education is hereby further authorized to deposit in such fund an amount up to 
100% of any State aid received in any year with respect to purchase of vehicles.

PROPOSITION NO. 3 (School Buses Bond)
RESOLVED;  (a) That the Board of Education of the East Greenbush Central School 
District, in the Counties of Rensselaer and Columbia, New York (the “District”), 
is hereby authorized to purchase various school buses and to expend therefore, 
including preliminary costs and costs incidental thereto and the financing thereof, 
an amount not to exceed the estimated total cost of $229,026; (b) that a tax is 
hereby voted therefore in the aggregate amount of not to exceed $229,026 to pay 
such cost, said tax to be levied and collected in installments in such years and 
in such amounts as shall be determined by said Board of Education; (c) that in 
anticipation of said tax, bonds of the District are hereby authorized to be issued 
in the principal amount of not to exceed $229,026 and a tax is hereby voted to 
pay the interest on said bonds as the same shall become due and payable; and 
(d) that an amount equal to 100% of any State aid received in any year with 
respect to the purchase of the vehicles referred to herein shall be deposited into 
the District’s “Capital Reserve Fund – Bus Purchase” which was established 
pursuant to voter approval on May 18, 2010.

PROPOSITION NO. 4 (Capital Project)
RESOLVED;  (a)  That the Board of Education of the East Greenbush Central School 
District, in the Counties of Rensselaer and Columbia, New York (the “District”), is 
hereby authorized to construct improvements to various District buildings and 

sites, and to expend therefor not to exceed $17,206,812; (b) that a tax is hereby 
voted in an amount of not to exceed $17,206,812 to finance such cost, such tax 
to be levied and collected in installments in such years and in such amounts as 
shall be determined by said Board of Education; and  (c) that in anticipation of 
said tax, bonds of the District are hereby authorized to be issued in the aggregate 
principal amount of not to exceed $17,206,812 and a tax is hereby voted to pay 
the interest on said bonds as the same shall become due and payable.

PROPOSITION NO. 5 (Capital Project)
RESOLVED;  (a)  THAT IN THE EVENT PROPOSITION #4 IS APPROVED, the 
Board of Education of the East Greenbush Central School District, in the Counties 
of Rensselaer and Columbia, New York (the “District”), is hereby authorized to 
construct additional improvements to various District buildings and sites, and 
to expend therefor not to exceed $16,946,944;  (b) that a tax is hereby voted 
in an amount of not to exceed $16,946,944 to finance such cost, such tax to 
be levied and collected in installments in such years and in such amounts as 
shall be determined by said Board of Education;  (c) that in anticipation of said 
tax, bonds of the District are hereby authorized to be issued in the aggregate 
principal amount of not to exceed $16,946,944 and a tax is hereby voted to pay 
the interest on said bonds as the same shall become due and payable; and  (d) 
that if this  Proposition #5 is approved, it shall become effective only in the 
event that Proposition #4 is approved.

PROPOSITION NO. 6 (Capital Project)
RESOLVED; (a) THAT IN THE EVENT PROPOSITIONS #4 AND #5 ARE APPROVED, 
the Board of Education of the East Greenbush Central School District, in the 
Counties of Rensselaer and Columbia, New York (the “District”), is hereby 
authorized to construct further improvements to various District buildings and 
sites, and to expend therefor not to exceed $5,642,286;  (b) that a tax is hereby 
voted in an amount of not to exceed $5,642,286 to finance such cost, such tax 
to be levied and collected in installments in such years and in such amounts as 
shall be determined by said Board of Education; (c) that in anticipation of said 
tax, bonds of the District are hereby authorized to be issued in the aggregate 
principal amount of not to exceed $5,642,286 and a tax is hereby voted to pay 
the interest on said bonds as the same shall become due and payable; and  (d) 
that if this Proposition #6 is approved, it shall become effective only in the 
event that Propositions #4 and #5 are approved.

Voter Propositions on the May 16 Ballot



MARK MANN
I have decided to continue my 

service to the East Greenbush 
Central School District’s Board 
of Education, by seeking a fourth 
term. Our district has been moving 
in such a positive and rewarding 
way, that I wish to remain as a valu-
able contributing member. I can 
assure you though, my intent has 
not changed since I ran for my first 

term, and that is to do what is best for our children, staff and 
residents of the district. I remain ready to bring our district to 
the forefront of the educational community.

Last year, I retired from the East Greenbush Police 
Department, where I dedicated almost 28 years to the law 
enforcement field. I still continue to serve in the military as 
a proud member of the New York Air National Guard/US 
Air Force. Service to my Nation, State and Community is 
something I enjoy, and work very hard at.

I currently reside in East Greenbush with my wife Tina. I 
have two children, my daughter is a 2016 CHS graduate, and 
my son is now a freshman at CHS.

I currently serve on the district’s policy, safety and code 
of conduct committees, and I am the board’s Vice President.

MICHAEL BUONO
I am a lifelong resident of the 

area and my wife Heidi and I have 
lived within the East Greenbush 
CSD for the past 25 years. We are 
the proud parents of three children; 
Patrick (CHS 2012), Zachary who 
is a senior at CHS, and Leah, a 7th 
grader at Goff MS. 

I graduated from Siena College 
with a Bachelor’s degree in 

Business Administration and have worked in private and 
public sector human resources. I currently work as the Director 
of HR for Questar III. As an EGCSD board member, I have also 
participated as a member of the District’s Finance & Audit 
Committee and the Education and Technology Committees.

We have seen many positive changes in my first term on 
the school board. I am seeking a second term because I 
believe as a parent and member of the community that my 
experience can help support the continued future planning 
of our school district. We want to support staff and students 
in providing the best educational opportunities and facilities, 
while also being fiscally prudent. Understanding that balance 
is critical as a board member, and with your support, I hope 
to continue in my role as an EGCSD board member.

QUINN AUSTIN-SMALL
I am looking to join the East 

Greenbush School Board. I am a 
licensed psychologist and small 
business owner. I work as a con-
tractor for the State, as well as 
an Independent Psychological 
Evaluator, providing forensic eval-
uations for veterans in disability 
appeals. 

I have prior teaching experience 
as well, both in private Montessori schools and public schools 
in Los Angeles, California. Most importantly, I am a parent of 
two East Greenbush students, Peter and Alex, both of whom 
will be attending Goff next year. I wish to serve on the School 
Board to add diversity, administrative experience, and foster 
a strong, well-rounded, and high-quality school experience 
for all East Greenbush students.

KATHLEEN CURTIN
I am seeking a third term on 

the Board of Education to con-
tinue to build on the successes 
of our district. Public education is 
changing significantly and these 
changes present many academic 
and financial challenges. I strive to 
work in a respectful, inclusive, and 
collaborative manner with the com-
munity, EGCSD employees, and our 

students and their families. 
During my previous terms, our Board has advocated for 

an open planning process and for communication that builds 
on the many strengths of our district, while focusing on a 
fiscally sound budget and responsible leadership. I would 
welcome the opportunity to continue this work with our new 
Superintendent and the current Board of Education.

My husband, Jack, and I have lived in East Greenbush 
for 24 years. Our sons, John, Jim and Matthew, graduated 
from Columbia High School and our fourth son, Andrew, will 
graduate in June. Our boys benefitted from the wide vari-
ety of experiences that were offered both academically and 
through extra-curricular activities. I am currently employed 
as an administrative assistant in the Nursing Department at 
Maria College in Albany.

There are three open seats for the Board of Education. Qualified district residents may vote for up to three persons  
to fill these positions. The statements below were submitted by the candidates who filed nominating petitions.

Board of Education Candidates


