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Purpose
To inform parents and members of the community about important school safety 
topics.



NYS School Safety Requirements
● Required by NYSED Commissioner’s regulations 155.17 and Education Law 

2801-a
○ Comprehensive multi-hazard, district-wide school safety plan and building-level 

school plans 
■ District-wide and building level school safety teams

● Law enforcement contacts
○ Emergency response procedures
○ Policies and procedures for responding to implied threats and acts of violence
○ Appropriate intervention/prevention strategies
○ Parent/guardian notification protocols
○ Drill requirements
○ Recent amendments



School Safety Plan
● A District-wide Safety Plan outlines the District’s response to threats of 

violence and is approved each year by the Board of Education following public 
review

● The Board of Education appoints a Chief Emergency Officer (Superintendent)
○ Coordinate appropriate safety, security, and emergency training for district and 

school staff
○ Annually update all Building-Level Emergency Response Plans
○ Assist with decisions related to security-related technology
○ Development of policies for the use of such technology
○ Ensure required evacuation and lockdown drills are conducted in accordance with 

the requirements of Education Law §807

● District-wide Safety Committee discusses and proposes safety initiatives



Prevention/Intervention Strategies
● Can be found in district-wide emergency plan
● Age/grade specific
● Examples:

○ K-12 Character Education
○ Code of Conduct
○ Bullying awareness program
○ Mentoring program
○ Sex offender awareness
○ Internet safety
○ Cyberbullying awareness
○ Individual safety plans



SAVE Act
● Compliance with the Safe Schools Against Violence in Education (SAVE) Act of 

2000
○ School safety plans templates
○ Code of Conduct
○ Disruptive pupil removal
○ Character education
○ Prevention curriculum
○ Violent or Disruptive Incident Reporting 
○ Court notification

○ Whistleblower protection
○ Assaults on teachers
○ Child abuse in educational setting
○ Silent resignations
○ Teacher discipline
○ Fingerprinting prospective employees 

and applications for certification



Annual Training for Staff
● Statutes, regulations and policies:

○ Sexual Harassment
○ Equal Opportunity and Non-Discrimination
○ Student Harassment and Bullying Prevention and Intervention
○ Child Abuse in a Domestic Setting
○ Drug Free Workplace
○ Staff Substance Abuse
○ HIV/AIDS Policy
○ Employee Code of Ethics
○ Student Privacy
○ Disclosure of Wrongful Conduct
○ Computer Use in Instruction
○ School Environment Quality
○ Authorized Use of School-Owned Materials and Equipment
○ Energy Management Conservation Policy



Dignity for All Students Act
● Effective July 1, 2012
● Ensure K-12 students right to attend school in environment free of 

discrimination, harassment and bullying
● Include awareness/sensitivity to people of different races, weights, ethnic 

groups, religions, mental/physical abilities, sexual orientation, gender and 
sexes

● Each building has a Dignity Act Coordinator where concerns can be reported



School Safety Procedures
● All schools have a locked single point of entry
● All staff must wear photo ID badges
● All visitors must sign-in and put on a visitor sticker
● Visitor IDs are scanned through Raptor Visitor Management System
● Security cameras monitor school entrances and surrounding areas
● Columbia and Goff each have a police officer who serve as a School Resource 

Officer
● Local police visit all schools routinely during arrival, dismissal and to walk 

through buildings
● District-employed security personnel at Columbia
● All schools practice safety drills (fire, lockdown, lockout, evacuation)



Role of School Resource Officers
● East Greenbush CSD has two School Resource Officers at school every day

○ Officer Ed Ashley (Columbia) and Deputy Jay Gravelle (Goff)

● SRO Duties:
○ Create a safe and positive school 

environment
○ Educate staff and students on 

various safety topics
○ Serve as a resource to the 

community

Officer Ed Ashley
Columbia High School

Deputy Jay Gravelle
Goff Middle School



Collaboration with Law Enforcement
● Police officers visit all schools in the district routinely
● Law enforcement participates in safety drills at schools
● School administrators host regular meetings with law enforcement
● Police officers serve on the district’s Safety Committee
● Participation in the Rensselaer County Safe Schools Committee hosted by 

Questar III BOCES



Law Enforcement Training
● All Local Law Enforcement agencies train yearly in the ALERRT Rapid Response Training.
● After Action Report by ALERRT- Robb Elementary School in Uvalde, Texas (https://alerrt.org)
● ALERRT teaches to first Stop the Killing and then Stop the Dying.

Inherent in both stopping the killing and dying is the priority of life scale.
● The first priority is to preserve the lives of victims/potential victims. 
● Second, is the safety of the officers. 
● Last is the suspect. 

● This ordering means that we expect officers to assume risk to save 
innocent lives. Responding to an active shooter is a dangerous task. 
There is a chance that officers will be shot, injured, or even killed while 
responding.

● We are committed to the safety of our children and schools and 
continue to train in the best research-based tactics to accomplish that goal.

https://alerrt.org


Infrastructure and Technology
● $39 million Capital Project to improve school safety and infrastructure
● Security cameras monitor school entrances and surrounding areas
● PA system integrates with lockdown protocols, locking the school and 

illuminating flashing strobes outside the buildings
● Check visitor IDs through Raptor Visitor Management System
● Go-Guardian software alerts the district when students may be accessing 

information regarding violence or self harm on 
school-issued computers

● Anonymous Tip Line to report bullying, violence, 
threats, etc.

● Adding STOPit Solutions through Questar grant
● Vape Detectors



Transportation
● Rigorous training for school bus drivers
● Bus safety drills for students at all schools
● Surveillance cameras on all school buses
● Upgraded routing system software to Routefinder Plus for 22-23 school year
● Installation of GPS equipment on all buses
● District intends to implement two new programs this school year

○ Studentfinder
■ System will track student ridership
■ ID card system

○ Stopfinder
■ Track in real-time the location of your child’s bus

● Adding Stop Arm Cameras to school buses



Communication
● ParentSquare is used to communicate with parents/guardians, which includes 

real-time alerts sent via text, email, voice and push notification
● Website and social media are used to post information about emergencies and 

school closings



Mental Health Awareness
● We work with local and state organizations such as Rensselaer County Mental 

Health Services, the NYS Office of Prevention and Health Initiatives and the 
National Alliance on Mental Illness to address mental wellness in our schools

● All schools have a psychologist, school counselor and social worker on staff
● Columbia and Goff have a mental health satellite clinic operated by the 

Rensselaer County Department of Mental Health
● District Social-Emotional Learning Committee
● Continued professional development for staff with a focus on mental health

○ Trauma-informed classrooms
○ Improving relationships with students 
○ Practicing self-care to manage stress and prevent burnout 



Vaping
● Prevalence of youth vaping
● Addictive qualities
● Presence of harmful chemicals
● Actions parents/guardians can take

○ Be sure your children understand that you are concerned about their health and 
safety.

○ Address vaping as any other risk to your child's health
○ Keep lines of communication open, avoid criticism
○ Model healthy behaviors

It is illegal for anyone under the age of 18 to use e-cigarettes. 
School district policy also prohibits tobacco use as well as 
e-cigarettes on school property.



Tips for Parents/Caregivers
● Know what your child is doing and who their friends are

○ Spend time talking with your children
○ Help children feel safe by listening to their safety concerns

● Monitor what technology your child is using
○ Open and honest communication, parental controls, screen time 

monitoring and modeling healthy online behaviors
● Discuss why it is important to stay safe online
● Report suspicious or threatening behavior 

○ “If you see something, say something”
● Call or text 988 for the Suicide and Crisis Lifeline



Q&A
● Please enter any questions about school safety in the chat room.


