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ALUMNI ATHLETE

INDUCTEES

A student athlete alumni whose accomplishments at Columbia High School

represented the highest caliber of achievement in his/her time as well as

athletes who have achieved success after graduation.

COACH

FACULTY/STAFF

INDUCTEES

A coach or faculty member whose contributions and achievements have

improved the reputation and brought credit to our school or have inspired our

student athletes to achieve their own personal level of excellence. Not based

solely on wins and losses and championships but determined by the degree of



respect given the coach and program by other people.



Lois Bleau
Class of 1977

Lois Bleau (formerly Lois Buckhout), a graduate of the Class of 1977, was a three-sport scholar athlete
who earned eleven varsity letters in Cross-Country (3), Indoor Track (4) and Outdoor Track (4). Lois
was a member of the National Honor Society, winner of the Regents Scholarship and graduated with
honors. Her high school running career started in 1973 and ended in 1977 when she graduated.
During her Cross Country career, she finished in 5th place at the prestigious Manhattan Invitational,
helping her team to a 1st place finish. She was a member of the Cross-Country team that finished 10th
in the National Championship Meet in Miami, finishing 51st in the nation. Remarkably, she is able to
proudly say that she was a member of the CHS Cross-Country team that was ranked #1 in NYS, #10 in
the USA and was undefeated for 3 seasons!

During her time at Columbia Lois set several school records. As a freshman in 1974, she set the
Indoor Track school record in the 880 yard run. She went on to set a school record in Outdoor Track in
the mile run with a time of 5:21.2. Lois didn't stop there, as she set another school record in Outdoor
Track for the 880 run with a time of 2:18.2, was a Section 2 record holder in the 880 yard run and the
Mile Relay, placed second 3 times at New York State Outdoor Track and Field Championships earning
herself a silver medal in 1975 in the 880 yard run, as well as silver medals in 1976 for the 880 yard run
and mile relay, won the Northeastern AAU Championship in the 880 run and multiple Suburban
Council and Section 2 Championships. As a member of the Mile Relay, she helped her team to a 2nd
place finish at the NYS Outdoor Track and Field Championships. Lois also ran the Troy Turkey Troy
in 1974 and earned a first place finish. Also in 1974 she participated in the National HS Invitational
30K race finishing in 3rd place.

Lois’ list of accomplishments is long and impressive. Her times were phenomenal for that time period.
Gene Levy, a sports writer for the Times Union wrote “Metroland’s best track prospect is Columbia
sophomore Lois Buckhout, whose 2:18 time for the 880 in the girls’ Intersectionals is better than the
average time for a male 10th grader. She may very well be among the best women runners in the
country by the time she graduates.”

Her running career continued on as she attended Hartwick College. It’s no surprise that she is a school
record holder at Hartwick College as well, and was MVP from 1979-1980.

Congratulations on your induction to the Columbia High Athletic Hall of Fame!



Tyler Hart
Class of 2012

Tyler Hart, a graduate of the Class of 2012 was an outstanding, two-sport athlete at Columbia High
School. Tyler excelled in both Baseball and Basketball and is a highly decorated athlete in both sports.
Throughout his career in East Greenbush, which began early with East Greenbush Little League and
Youth Basketball and saw success through his College Basketball career at St. John Fisher’s College.

Back in the early days of the town sports leagues, many coaches could see the potential Tyler
presented as a two-sport athlete, and he did not disappoint! Tyler proved his mettle right off the
block! As a freshman at Columbia, Tyler earned a spot on the Junior Varsity Basketball team and the
title of team captain. He and his team had a winning season (17-3) where Tyler was 2nd on the team
for scoring. His abilities soon proved that he was ready for Varsity Basketball during his Sophomore
year. During his three year varsity career, Tyler earned 740 points, averaging 20 points per game his
Senior year – one of only 9 players in Columbia High School’s history to reach that average point per
game! Tyler is the current record holder for single seasons Free Throws (139) and the current record
holder in single game steals (12), Tyler is also a top 10 record holder in Three-Pointers (85), Career
Free Throws (221), Career Assists (162). Tyler was recognized as the 2001-12 First Team All Suburban
Council and 2011-12 All Area Honorable Mention.

Although he was quoted as saying he is “the basketball guy,” Tyler proved his skill on the diamond as
well. Tyler showed his skill and dominance at Shortstop and was named Captain in his Senior Year –
where he and his team earned the Section II Class AA Championship. Tyler was named Columbia High
School MVP in 2001 and 2012, Columbia Offensive AND Defensive Player of the year in 2012 – Batting
Average .434 and a fielding average of .971. Not to be outdone by his basketball career, Tyler was also
recognized by the local media for his Baseball proficiency having been named First Team All Suburban
Council Shortstop 2011 and 2012, Times Union First Team All-Area Shortstop 2012, Troy Record First
Team All-Area Shortstop 2012 and Times Union Second Team All-Area Shortstop 2011.

Tyler brought his love of Basketball to St. John Fisher College after graduating Columbia, continuing
his outstanding ability, helping the program to a 79-29 win-loss record in the 4 years he attended. As
a junior, Tyler helped lead the team tot eh NCAS Division III Basketball Suite 16 where Tyler earned 21
points towards his team’s defeat of the No. 1 ranked team from Randolph-Macon College. Tyler was
named to the Empire 8 Conference First Team in 2015-2016 and the DCHoops.com All-East Region
Team in 2015-2016. Tyler averaged 15.1 points per game in his Senior Year (2016) and lead St. John
Fisher in Assists (4.7apg) and second on the team in Steals (1.2 spg). Tyler led his team shooting
(90.3%) in his senior year from the free throw line, ranking 1st at the College in All time free throws
percentages at 88.4%. Tyler was named Captain his Senior Year. Tyler’s success at St. John Fisher has
him written into the College’s Sports Almanac.

David Hoffsis



Class of 1966

David Hoffsis, a graduate of the class of 1966, was an outstanding four-sport athlete at Columbia High School. He played
football, earning three varsity letters; basketball, baseball, earning a varsity letter and ran track his senior year, earning
himself another varsity letter. Ed Gardy, who nominated David describes it best when he wrote that Dave was “considered
by teammates to be an extremely supportive team player, who was highly competitive and yet one who played with fair
mindedness. He displayed a quiet leadership on the fields of sport and those that played with him knew him as a gritty and
tenacious player, but also one who played with integrity and honor.”

Dave played three years of varsity basketball, starting the last few games of his sophomore year as their point guard.
During Dave’s sophomore and junior years in high school he played baseball, and was voted by his team as their MVP.
That same year he threw a one-hitter, led the team in hits, batting average and struck out over 80 batters, while pitching
every game that Columbia JV won that year. The following year he played varsity where he pitched and played center
field. Dave had the second highest batting average on the team and was known as an outstanding outfielder, hard throwing
right-handed pitcher with an excellent fastball, knuckle curve and screwball.

Dave played varsity football starting his sophomore year, where he started both offensive and defensive sides of the ball.
The next two years he was starting halfback, free safety, punter and kicker. By his senior year Dave started as
halfback/wide receiver, cornerback and punter. A knee injury plagued his junior and senior years, causing him to miss
several games and to miss the opportunity to be considered an All-Suburban candidate by coaches.

Senior year Dave was convinced by Coach Budnowski to come out for the track team. This is where Dave really shined.
He accumulated the most points in 1966, going on to win the Baton Award. He swept all 100 and 220 yd. dashes and
anchored the 440 or 990 yd. relays at meets until late season. The coach switched Dave to the 440 and at the next meet
Dave ran a 52.1, after never having run that event on the Columbia cinder-block track. The next week Dave ran in
Suburban Council Championships and set a new Columbia school record and Suburban Council record with a time of 51.0
for the 440 yd., beating records that stood for many years. Shortly after, Dave was one of three runners at the Section II
State Qualifiers to beat the Section II 440 record, coming in third with a time of 50.4. A few weeks later at the NYSPHA
Invitational Meet at West Point, Dave ran on the Section II Sprint Medley Team. He took the baton, ran his 440 and
positioned Section II into first place where they ultimately finished 4th in the state. Coach Budnowski timed his 440 split
at 49.7!

Dean attended Dean Junior College. He did not participate in sports his freshman year, but he did run in the Knights of
Columbus indoor track meet (Prep School-Junior College Division). Dave ran the 440 for Dean, placing 1st in the event.
The following year at Dean Dave played football, lettering in the sport. By season end, Dave was distinguished as one of
Dean’s top three defensive players for that season. That spring, Dave played on the golf team at Dean.

For his junior and senior years, Dave transferred to Ohio Wesleyan University (OWU), graduating with a BA in History.
His junior year he ran in an annual college wide track meet, winning the 220 and 440, and setting the 440 meet record.
Senior year he played on the OWU baseball team.

After graduation from OWU, he went on to become one of the early members of the Albany Knickerbocker’s rugby team,
and played for a number of competitive medium and fast-pitch softball teams in the area. He has also coached and played
several years in the Rensselaer night football league, earning All-League status a number of times.

Work took Dave and his family to Philadelphia and then to Hartford, CT, until his retirement a few years ago. You can
take the boy from sports, but you can’t take the sports from the boy. Multiple times Dave has been named as Little
League/Babe Ruth All Start Coach. He has served on Boards of Director’s for Little League, Babe Ruth and Pop Warner.
For the past 20 years Dave has served on the Dean College Board of Trustee’s. Dave remains very active in activities such
as road biking, mountain biking and golf. He currently lives in Simsbury, CT with his wife Pat of 44 years, has raised 4
children and has a new grandchild.



Matt LaPorta

“We had to get our respect. That’s what it's all about.” That statement is the epitome of Matt LaPorta.
He was the consummate team player always putting the team ahead of his personal accolades. This is
reflected in the position that Matt played in his football career. Matt played fullback in football;
fullback is the most unheralded, unselfish position in the game of football. Fullbacks do all the dirty
work, but very rarely get recognized for their achievements, and it is rare to find a good one.

Matt didn’t start playing football till his freshman year in high school, by that time most kids are
seasoned vets having 5 or more years playing pop warner, but not Matt. This didn’t deter Matt, but
forced him to work harder. As a matter of fact, Matt didn’t even start out playing fullback, his first year
in football he played as a lineman. In Matt’s sophomore year he moved to playing fullback on offense
and linebacker on defense, and became a starter on the varsity team for Columbia. As Columbia head
football coach, Daryl Steverson noted “Matt is one of the most natural players I’ve ever had.”

Matt worked hard all year, during the winter Matt ran indoor track and, during the summer he played
baseball. As a matter of fact, in July of 1995 Matt hit a 2-run homerun to highlight the offense of the
Sorensco 15-year old Babe Ruth All Star Team in defeating Rondout Valley in the Eastern New York
State championship tournament. Matt liked other sports, but ultimately it was through playing football
where he would leave his mark.

As Coach Steverson points out “Matt really started pounding the weights his sophomore year.” This
pounding of the weights led to Matt being a 3-year starter on the Columbia varsity football team, and
made him into one of the best fullback’s Columbia has ever had. Matt got so good at fullback that in
his junior and senior year he was named as a Suburban Council all-star. Matt’s senior year (1997)
playing football he was named boy athlete of the week in a game against Colonie, in which he carried
the ball 18 times for 82 yards and 3 touchdowns, and had 11 defensive tackles. His performance helped
lead Columbia in a win over Colonie and put Columbia into the section II football tournament for the
first time since 1983. Also, in 1997 Matt was named to the all-area football team first team offense by
a local newspaper.

Matt was heavily recruited by local colleges coming out of high school. University of Albany, Union
and Siena colleges all showing interest in him. Matt ultimately settled on Union college. At Union
college Matt was a four-year starter at fullback and named team captain his senior year. As Union’s
head football coach, John Audino states “Matt is a very selfless person. He has a lot of pride, but does
not let his ego get in the way of his goals or the team’s goals.” There Matt goes again putting the team
ahead of himself. Coach Audino goes on to say, “In short, Matt LaPorta must be an unsung hero.”

Always unselfish, always the team player, maybe the best fullback this area has ever seen, I think Matt
has earned his respect!



James Matarese
Class of 1997

James Matarese, a graduate of the Class of 1997, was a successful and decorated member of the
Cross Country, Indoor and Outdoor Track team at Columbia. James, a scholar-athlete at Columbia,
earned eight varsity letters and was captain of all three teams his senior year and graduated in the top
3 % of his class. During his track career, James was one of the top sprinters in Section 2 and placed in
several NYS and National Championship Meets. In his senior year, James was featured by WTEN as
the Student Athlete of the Week, recognized by the Albany Times Union as the Male Student Athlete
of Year for Columbia High School and was awarded the All-Sports Student Athlete of the year and the
Robert D. Chipp Memorial Award from Columbia High School. James was also featured in articles
throughout the Capital Region, where he was recognized for his leadership and athletic acumen.

It was clear to the coaches early on that James’ had the potential for great strides in Track. Although
James’ track career started in 7th grade as a hurdler, he quickly His speed in the 400m hurdles led his
coaches to steer him to the 400m open, leaving the hurdles behind. This move would prove to be a
prophetic one, as it led to James being a part of many record-breaking relay and personal 400m
events throughout his High School career. During his freshman year, James set the 400m record with
at time of 56.0s – which was a harbinger of thing to come for this natural runner. A record setting
career had begun.

Early in his high school career, James went on to personal and team victories in the 400m and 4x400m
relay at the Outdoor Suburban Council Championship, qualifying and placing 2nd for the State meet in
the 300m/Intersectional Relay, being named the Male Athlete of the Meet at the Queensbury
Invitational in 1996, running on the 4x400m at the 1996 State Meet, setting a school record at the
NYS Meet for the open 400m and qualifying for the Empire State Games in 1996 as well. During his
Senior year, James was moved from anchor to lead off position on the relay teams and once again
earning spots at the Section 2 competitions for both the 4x200m relay and the 4x400m relay and
setting new school records for both. Additionally, James was part of the 4x400m team that year that
set a new school and Section 2 record at the Dartmouth Relays, finishing 3rd, which qualified them for
the State and National Championship meets. Personally, James also qualified for the 300m at the
State Meet, finishing 8th and set a school record in the 400m with a time of 50.05s, placing 18th at
Nationals. His senior year saw a host of record setting relay runs, as well as personal school record
setting for the 200m at the Queensbury Invite and the Section 2 Championship. James qualified his
senior year for the Outdoor State Meet in the 400m where he finished 3rd with a time of 48.73s and
finished 18th at the Outdoor Nationals.

After graduation from Columbia High School, James continued to make a mark on his sport while
studying Industrial Engineering at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. At RPI, James was a member of
the Indoor and Outdoor Varsity Track teams for all four years and was named captain to both teams
during his senior year. James was the NYS Liberty League 400m Champion in 1999 and set the
CURRENT Indoor 400m record at 49.78s! James maintained his Scholar-Athlete priorities and was
named to the UCAA All-Academic Team 6 times.

James went on to earn a master’s degree in financial engineering from Columbia University and
currently works for Commerzbank in New York City. James lives with his wife, Jennifer and four sons
on Long Island. To stay active, James competes in corporate challenges and plays ice hockey and skis.



Evan Wallace
Class of 2012

Once referred to as “The Snapping Turtle” by Michael P. Farrell of the Times Union, Evan Wallace
earned that name honestly. During a midseason report on wrestling that looked at the large school
wrestler of the half, Farrell reported “with one snap and a pin in less than a minute in a crucial spot….
Evan Wallace gets the nod”. Evan is a graduate of the Class of 2012, who lettered in 6 years of Varsity
Wrestling. The list of accomplishments during his high school wrestling career seems endless and is
nothing short of spectacular.

Evan Wallace led his team to 3 SSC Division Championships, winning the Virginia Duals – American
Division Tournament Championship. The Times Union, Daily Gazette AND Troy Record newspapers
twice voted Evan as 1st Team All Area All Star. He was a two-time NYSPHSAA Section 2 Division 1
Wrestling Champion, two-time Section 2 Class A Wrestling Champion, NYSPHSAA “State All
American” 3rd place finisher in NYS Division 1 Championship, four-time Section 2 Division 1 place
finisher (Top 6 in NYSPHSAA Section 2 Division 1) and three-time Suburban Council First Team All
Star.

Additionally, he has over 200 Career Individual Wins in his High School Varsity Wrestling Career.
PLUS, Evan holds the school record with 51 wins in a season.

He took his talent and skills for the sport with him as he went on to start his college career at Oneonta
State University. It is no surprise that he continued to excel at the sport and went on to have another
long list of accomplishments, winning even more awards and recognition. Some of these include
2014-2015 All State – ECWC All Conference, 2014 NYS Collegiate All State Wrestler, 2015 All
Empire Collegiate Wrestling Conference (ECWC) 16 wins/10 pins and BAGUBA Award, 2015-2016
ECWC All Conference, 2016 All Empire Collegiate Wrestling Conference Athlete of the Week, 2017
NCAA All Regional – Leadership Award, Team Captain and Place Winner at the RIT, Monarch
Invitational and Citrus Invitational Tournaments. He led the team with 24 wins/ 12 by pin.

In 2017 Evan graduated from Oneonta State University of NY, earning himself a Bachelor’s Degree in
Criminal Justice. He is employed by Integrated Liner Technologies in Rensselaer, New York and
currently coaches modified and high school wrestling at The Albany Academy in Albany, New York.



Steve Taylor
Coach/Faulty/Staff

Coach Taylor, although well known as a versatile and hardworking coach to athletes across the
district– coaching and mentoring students in a wide variety and level of sports, his roots run deep in
East Greenbush Central Schools and his positive impact can be felt by all students – even those not on
one of Coach Taylor’s teams. Coach Taylor was a favorite social studies teacher for over 30 years and
served as Assistant Principal and Principal at Goff Middle School. Although he has retired as a
full-time teacher and Administrator, East Greenbush still benefits from his experience and expertise as
a coach. In the Fall he coaches soccer, in the Winter he coaches Indoor Track, in the Spring he coaches
Baseball. Coach Taylor has etched his reputation in East Greenbush as a player’s coach.

Never wanting to cut players at the modified and foundation level, Coach Taylor will carry two full
teams – taking the time and effort to develop his players and allow for ALL to have playing time.
Coach Taylor’s love of the sport is something he clearly instills in his players; always ensuring a
positive experience. Coach Taylor puts his players first, is known for fair decisions and creating a safe
environment for his players to learn and develop in their chosen sport.



Congratulations to the 2020-2021 Columbia Athletic Hall of Fame

inductees. You show the true spirit of our athletes and bring the past and

present together as one. Thank you to all for paving the way for all our

young athletes and teaching them how hard work, integrity, strength, and

pride can pay off. You are the pride of the East Greenbush School District

Community & the Columbia Athletic Family.

Michael G. Leonard,

Athletic Director

Thank you to all who have helped in preparing for this year’s Athletic Hall

of Fame Celebration. Please join us next year.

Blue Devil Pride



CURRENT MEMBERS OF THE

ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME

ALUMNI ATHLETE CATEGORY:
(IN ORDER OF YEAR OF GRADUATION)

COACH/STAFF MEMBER
CATEGORY:

ROYAL HERRINGTON (1942) *
JOHN MARKS (1948)
DONALD BINS (1949) *
PETER B. ASHBY (1949)
HOWARD FULLER (1950) *
CHRISTOPHER ASHBY (1951)
JOHN OBERMAYER (1951) *
TED BUREK (1952)
MILT GRAHAM (1952)
DOUG CANFIELD (1953)
ROBERT FEDERCHUCK (1954)
JOHN TULLAR (1954)
RICHARD ALOISE (1954) *
ROGER HOWARD (1954)
RICHARD NEAD (1954)
JAMES CLIFFORD (1956) *
FRANCIS CLIFFORD (1958)
CLARENCE SEEBERGER (1958) *
RALPH BLAIR (1959) *
THOMAS BOYLE (1960)
WILLIAM GLEASON (1960)
HENRY ROMER (1961)
WILLIAM ROMER (1962)
MICHAEL M. MAHAR (1966)
ROBERT MOORE (1967)
GERALD ELLIOT (1967)
BILL MACKEY (1968)
PAUL THOMPSON (1969)
ALBERT RAUSCH (1973)
ROBERT HELLWIG (1977)
MARK NARDACCI (1977)
BARBARA OESTERLIN (1977)
ERICA (BERGMAN) PUENTES (1977)
MICHAEL REGA (1978)
INGE (STOCKMAN) AIKEN (1979)
JOSEPH DIBELLO (1980)
SCOTT PLADEL (1980)
GARY TREMBLAY (1980)
LISA COLPOYS (1982)
DONNA GIRTLER (1982)
PETER HOWE (1983)
RICHARD ROMER (1984)
RUSSELL HILTON (1984)
JOSEPH ROMER (1984)
BARBARA (FINKE) SAUTER (1985)
HOLLY CHASE (1985)

LYNNE (MAURA) FITZGERALD (1986)
JOHN KELLER (1986)
ZACHARY SHEA (1987)
GLENN PASSMAN (1987)
ROBIN (ROMER) CHUDY (1988)
LISA (DANIELS) FISHELL (1988)
KRISTEN RANDALL (1988)
JUDITH (FINKE) VITALI (1989)
KURT RANDALL (1990)
SHAY HARRISON (1990)
MARC WILLIAMS (1991)
JOHN LYONS (1992)
CHRISTINE (NALLEY) ROANE (1992)
JULIE FREZON (1994) *
DOUG KEENHOLTS (1995)
NANCY NICSEVIC (1995)
BECKY SNOW (1996)
JAMI SERVIDONE (1996)
MICHELE GOSH (1997)
SAMUEL GRECO (1997)
KATHLEEN (SMITH) RUSSELL (1998)
SUSAN (YUND) HORST(1998)
IAN LOCKE (1998)
MELISSA (ROY) BASIUK (1998)
JENNIFER (AMYOT) SCHNEIDER (1998)
BONNIE KENNA (1999)
ELIZABETH (ELLIOTT) PALUSHAJ (2000)
CRAIG FORTH (2001)
ANDREW ROSE (2001)
DR. CHELSEA CORR (2002)
CASEY HALLORAN (2002)
CHRISTOPHER ROSENBAUM (2002)
CHRISTA WITTMANN (2002)
STEPHANIE (ARANGO) ESTREIDGE
(2003)
THOMAS ARCIDIACONO (2003)
THOMAS GENOVESI (2003)
JUSTIN HELLWIG (2004)
ERIC FERGUSON (2004)
JOHNATHAN NICOLLA (2004)
KYLE SMITH (2004)
KEITH GLASSER (2004)
SARAH HAYES (2005)
KYLE MEYER (2005)
ALEXANDER ZAMPIER (2006)
KAYLYN SMITH (2006)
MARK HERRINGTON (2007)
EMORY PARSONS (2007)
ZACHARY CRAIN (2008)

NICHOLAS BUDNOWSKI *
PETER CITROLO
EDITH COSGROVE *
RICHARD RANDALL*
ROBERT SMITH *
THEODORE A.
ROMANOWSKI *
HARRY RAPENSKE
JAMES BERRIER
GEORGE CZERNO
GARY HOLTZ
DENNIS BARRETT *
STEVE MATHEKE
JAMES MCHUGH
JOHN SERBALIK
DOROTHY MASIELLO
FRAN PUGLIESE
JEAN SCHWEIGERT
MICHAEL LEONARD
ANTHONY SERVIDONE
JAMES OBERMAYER
HENRY WYSOCKI
ROGER SEYMOUR *
DOUG HADLEY

COMMUNITY MEMBER
CATEGORY:

DICK DORAN *
JAMES FINKE

*Deceased


