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ALUMNI ATHLETE
INDUCTEES

A student athlete alumni whose accomplishments at
Columbia High School represented the highest caliber
of achievement in his/her time as well as athletes who

have achieved success after graduation.

COACH
FACULTY/STAFF
INDUCTEES

A coach or faculty member whose contributions and
achievements have improved the reputation and
brought credit to our school or have inspired our
student athletes to achieve their own personal level of
excellence. Not based solely on wins and losses and
championships but determined by the degree of

respect given the coach and program by other people.
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JAKE ALVIENE
CLASS of 2012

As a graduate of the Class of 2012, Jake Alviene was a stellar athlete that left his
mark on and off of the track. He was a successful and decorated member of the
wrestling and baseball teams, and lettered in soccer, indoor and outdoor

track. However, it was with the indoor and outdoor track teams where he really
shined.

He has a list of accomplishments that is long and impressive, some of which most
athletes never personally experience. Some of his school records still stand today,
such as 110 hurdles (14.82), 4x100m relay (43.72) and 50m hurdles (7.74). His former
coach and teacher, James Driscoll, referred to him as an “athletic record-breaking
machine”.

Aside from the still standing school records, his list of highlights
continues. During the 2011 indoor track season he set a new school record in the
50m hurdles with a time of 7.74 and in 2012 set another new school record in the
55m hurdles with a time of 7.83, making him the Suburban Council Champion and
Section II Champion. He was also named as the Times Union Indoor Track and
Field All-Star for 55m hurdles in 2012.

During the 2012 outdoor season he broke the 1984 school record in the 110m
hurdles with a time of 15.09, earning himself the title of Suburban Council
Champion 2012. He went on to break his own record with a new time of 14.93,
earning himself another new title - NYSPHAA Section IT Champion 2012! Jake was
a member of the 4x100m relay team that same year, becoming Suburban Council
Champions, and also setting a new meet record at the Queensbury Invitational
with an impressive time of 43.72. He was again named as the Times Union Track
and Field All-Star for the 110 hurdles in 2012, as well as HS Athlete of the Week for
the Troy Record, June 6, 2012. It was once noted in the Times Union that “a week
after losing to Saratoga’s Steve Kuznia in the Class A championship in the 110
hurdles by .01 seconds, Columbia senior Jake Alviene beat his future college
roommate at Oneonta by advancing to states with a time of 14.93, just better than
Kuznia’s effort of 15.07. “Last week he got the best of me over one hurdle,” Alviene
said. “It feels good to come back this week. I didn’t pause to think about last
week”.”

Jake went on to study at SUNY Oneonta, bringing his talent to the Oneonta track
team. His accomplishments just continued where he left off in high school. He was
named as 6th ranked Athlete-of-the-Decade at SUNY Oneonta, he broke the school



record during preliminaries of his first meet as a freshman in the 60m
hurdles! Then, he broke his own school record in the finals of that very same

meet! He won the NCAA National Championship in the 4x100m relay as a
freshman; 3x NCAA All-American for 110m hurdles and 4x100m relay; set program
record for qualifying in National Championships 8 times in 4 years at SUNY
Oneonta; NCAA Academic All-American; USTFCCCA Scholar Athlete, SUNYAC
Champion, SUNYAC All-Conference, named to SUNYAC All-Decade Team, and so
many more.

We should point out that he has 4 standing school records with SUNY Oneonta -
60m hurdles (8:00), 110m hurdles (14.33), 4x100m relay (40.82) and 4x200m relay
(1.29.09).

It was also mentioned by another former coach, Rich Romer, that Jake’s “hard
work, dedication to the sport, and focus on the little things required to improve
translated into incredible success on the track” and “he was a tremendous athlete
and his work ethic, dedication and demeanor inspired others to be their best on
and off the field.”

Jake graduated from SUNY Oneonta in 2016. He spent a few years working as a
producer for a few high profile advertising agencies. One of his accolades is that
he produced a few Applebee’s commercials. He decided to go back to school in
Europe and is currently enrolled in a 2 year graduate program. He is living in
Amsterdam with his girlfriend and hopes to become an Art Director.

Congratulations Jake!



MATTHEW L. GREENE
CLASS of 2012

Wrestling is in Matt Greene’s blood. His father, Patrick, wrestled in college at
Syracuse University. Matthew L. Greene, who was a lifelong wrestler and 2012
Columbia High school graduate, has a long list of wrestling accomplishments.
Matt also played lacrosse in high school, so he was a 2-sport athlete, but wrestling
is where he excelled. There is no doubt that Matt learned a lot about wrestling
from his father and also followed in his father’s footsteps by wrestling for a
Division 1 college.

Matt was one of the best wrestlers Columbia High school has ever seen. Matt was
a 2-time Class A champion. The Times Union, Daily Gazette, and the Troy Record
voted Matt 3-times to the first all Suburban Council team. Matt was a place
finisher 4-time’s in section 2, Division 1. He is a 2-time New York State Division 1
Qualifier. In 2011 Matt was the New York State Greco Roman State Wrestling
Champion. But probably Matt’s biggest High School wrestling accomplishment
was being named New York State Public High School Athletic Association section
2, division 1, champion in 2012.

Additionally, Matt finished high school with 162 career individual wins in his
varsity wrestling, and he is only one of two, to have 50 or more individual wins in
a season for the Columbia Blue Devils wrestling team. The 2012 Columbia
wrestling team was probably the best wrestling team in the history of Blue Devils
wrestling.

Matt was as adept with academics as he was with wrestling, and excelled on all
academic levels. He was a high honors student that was often times cited by his
teachers as a pleasure to have in class. Matt was also named to the National
Honors Society, and was a member of the Columbia Student Government. This
was a young man that could not only beat people with his Brawn, but could also
beat you with his brain. Matt was so good at academics that he received a partial
scholarship for academics to attend Northwestern University. The other partial
scholarship was for wrestling of course.

Matt went on to attend and wrestle at Northwestern University. As I stated
earlier his father was a division 1 wrestler, and now so was Matt too. Matt not
only wrestled for Northwestern, but he excelled at wrestling for them. Matt was a
2-time letter winner for wrestling. He was also named academic all big 10 for
wrestling for the four years he attended Northwestern. Matt Graduated in 2016
from Northwestern University. He currently resides in Colorado where he is
finishing up his Masters degree in Economics from the University of Missouri.
Matt will be attending Law school in the fall.



Congratulations Matthew!

ANGELO KRESS
CLASS of 2014

Angelo Kress, a graduate of the class of 2014, was a Blue Devils standout on the
wrestling mat from the beginning. Angelo started wrestling at the age of 9. His
Varsity wrestling career started in the 112-pound weight class as a seventh
grader. In his time as a wrestler on the Columbia High School Varsity Wrestling
team, Angelo earned various Section and Class Championships, and cemented his
name in the Columbia High School history books.

Angelo was a three-time Section 2 Division 1 Champion, two-time recipient of the
Most Outstanding Wrestler/Section 2 Championships, three-time Class A
Champion, two-time National All American, three-time New York State Place
Finisher, State Finalist in 2014, three-time New York State Greco-Roman &
Freestyle State Champion, two-time New York State National Team member, and
was second in all-time career wins at Columbia High School with 217 wins.

In speaking to Coach Servidone regarding Angelo’s nomination for the Columbia
Athletic Hall of Fame, Coach Servidone said, “In my 34 years of coaching
wrestling at Columbia, Angelo was one of my all-time top wrestlers. Angelo led
his team to 4 Suburban Council Division Championships and was a significant
contributor on the 2011 team that won the Virginia Duals National Tournament,
which is known as the toughest high school wrestling tournament in the
Country.”

Coach Servidone went on to say that “Angelo Kress was an absolute phenomenal
wrestler at Columbia. Angelo Kress was able to adapt to a high level of wrestling
as a 7th grader on the varsity team, and I knew then that his career had high
hopes to be very promising, the rest, as they say is history.”

During his senior year, Kress posted an impressive overall record of 32-2. Angelo
was focused and hardworking, he was always trying to improve and refine his
techniques to be the best! Kress was quoted as saying, “I don’t like to lose and
don’t even like to be scored on. I take it as a sign of disrespect. I want to beat
everyone decisively. It’s my senior year, and I want to go out with a bang.”



Angelo’s hard work, determination, and sacrifices allowed him to compete at the
highest levels of youth and high school wrestling. Angelo traveled all over the
United States to compete — he traveled to North Dakota, Iowa, Pennsylvania,
Indiana, Oklahoma, and Virginia to name a few. One of his most memorable trips

was to Naples, Italy to compete in a Journeyman Wrestling tournament. Angelo
was able to achieve what few have been able to. That is why Angelo still stands
as number two on the Columbia High School all-time win list, with 217 wins.
Angelo had many scholarships offers to compete at Division I Colleges after high
school, however he had worked hard and sacrificed a lot of wrestling and was
eager to see what else was out there.

Angelo is, and always has been a hard worker. Angelo currently lives in the East
Greenbush area and has worked as a Mason tender in the Local 190 Laborers

Union. Angelo is currently working for Capital Plumbing.

Congratulations Angelo!



JENA SERVIDONE
CLASS of 2010

Jena Servidone, a graduate of the class of 2010, was a High School Scholar
Athlete and Columbia High School Softball star. Jena earned 5 Varsity Letters, 1
JV letter, and 1 Freshman letter. Jena began her Columbia High School Softball
career as seventh grader starter on the Junior Varsity team. She would go on to
become a starter on the Varsity Softball team as an eighth grader. In her 5 years
on the Varsity Softball team, Jena would go on to earn various Section and Class
accolades.

Jena was a five-time Suburban Council First Team All-League Selection, four-
time Times Union, and Troy Record First Team Large School All League/All Star,
was named three-times as a Schenectady Daily Gazette First Team Large School
All League, a 2009 Second Team Class AA New York State All Star, and the 2009
Class AA Player of the Year. Jena was also the 2010 recipient of the David Sweet
Memorial Award.

Jena’s junior year was particularly impressive. The 2009 team posted an
impressive record of 18-5. Jena led the way with a 0.85 earned run average and
175 strikeouts. That year Jena was named the 2009 Class AA Player of the Year.
The 2009 Championship season included a win at the NY State AA Regional
Championships, Section 2 Class AA Championships, Suburban Council
Championships, and the teams were NY State Class AA Semi-Finalists.

There is no doubt that Jena made her mark at Columbia High School. Coach
Holtz was quoted as saying, “Jena has been a great leader to a younger team. She
is a very special player and I have been pretty lucky to be around someone like
her.” “She was a five-year warrior. We were in every game because of her. Jena
had a great career for us, Union is lucky to have her because she will have a great
career for them too.”

After her success at Columbia High School, Jena attended college on academic
and athletic scholarship at Union College for one-year. Jena then transferred to
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute (RPI). While at RPI, Jena was named to the
Liberty League/All-League Selection - 3*d4 Base. Jena finished her college softball
career at Union College with a .270 lifetime average, with 16 doubles, 4 triples, 1



homer, 55 runs and 47 RBI. She has a .354 slugging percentage and a .325 on-base
percentage.

Jena earned a degree in Management and Information Systems from RPI. Jena is
currently a Construction Project Manager at A. Servidone Contractors/Engineer
Companies. She is getting married on July 2, 2022.

Congratulations Jenal!
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KEVIN SMITH
CLASS of 2014

As soon as he was old enough to play, Kevin Smith, or "KJ", began playing
baseball in East Greenbush. After aging out of East Greenbush Castleton Youth
Baseball League, He played for "The Storm" travel team, then "South Troy
Dodgers". He was awarded an Athletics Scholarship and attended The University
of Maryland, starting in September 2014. In the summer of 2016, he played
baseball for the YD Red Sox, on Cape Cod.

Kevin has numerous and lofty accomplishments throughout his baseball

career. Just to name a few: In High School Kevin was MVP, Offensive and
Defensive player of the Year, and multiple Local accolades such as the Times
Union and Troy Record's First Team All Star, and MVP. Kevin was selected to the
NYS All State First Team as a Shortstop. On the National level, he was one of
only two shortstops in the Nation who was a Rawlings HS Gold Glove Award
winner.

At University of Maryland, he held records for Homeruns and RBIs in 2017, and
he ranks in Top Ten of all time in RBIs, runs, sacrifices, and At-bats. He was
selected for "Big 10 All-Tournament Team" twice. In 2016, his Summer League
team won the Championship and Kevin was named the MVP.

Kevin achieved his dream of playing Major League Baseball when in June of 2017
he received the call! Kevin was drafted by the Toronto Blue Jays. He then
worked his way through the Minor ranks- A in 2017, AA, then AAA in Buffalo in
2021. He was named "Player of the week" numerous times while in the Minor
Leagues. He was a "MLB.org All Star" in 2018. He made his Major League Debut
in 2021. Kevin's first Major League hit was on 8/20/21 against Detroit!

In March 2022 he was traded to and currently plays for the Oakland A's. He is
their Shortstop and Third Baseman. As recently as last week, Kevin hit a Major
League Grand Slam against Tampa Bay!



Kevin is engaged to Taelor Steen, who is from Arizona. They have a home in
Nashville, and plan to be married in November 2022!

The entire Capital District Community is on the edge of their seats as we watch
Kevin's bright career blossom - the sky is the limit!!

Congratulations Kevin!

CHRIS DEDRICK

Chris Dedrick graduated from Columbia High School in 1991, where he was a
Varsity Baseball player. He dominated area teams as a Pitcher. He also did some
catching, and he held various infield positions. Three years in a row he was
"Pitcher of the Year", beginning as a Sophomore. He was selected as "MVP", and
deemed the "Offensive Player of the Year" in both his Junior and Senior years!

Chris represented the Adirondack entry in Baseball at the Empire State Games,
leading his squad to a Bronze Medal. He also led the team in both hitting and
pitching.

Chris was scouted by many colleges, and he chose to attend Ithaca College to play
baseball. He and his team earned their place in 3 College World Series, and Chris
earned numerous awards along the way. As a Senior, Chris pitched 3 consecutive
complete game shut-outs, and he pitched 35 consecutive innings without an
earned run. He was named Ithaca College's "Carleton "Carp" Wood Athlete of the
Year" for Attitude.

After College Chris played in the Newburgh Night Hawks of the Northeast
League. He also played in the Albany Twilight League, where he was a 5 time All
Star. He was a League All Star in 3 positions- Pitcher, Catcher, and Third

Base. He was inducted into their Hall of Fame in 2013.

Chris has been Columbia Athletics’ Baseball Program Director and Varsity Coach
since 2008 for 14 seasons. He also coaches Varsity Soccer and Track (throws) for
many years.

Under Chris's direction, The Varsity baseball team was Section 2 Finalist in 2008,
and were Section 2 Champions in 2009. 2012, and in 2018. Under Chris's



leadership the team was NYS Regional Finalist in 2012 and in 2018. The team
won the NYS Regional Championship in 2009, and was in the Final Four!

Currently, forty-five Columbia baseball players who played under Chris's
leadership have gone on to play Baseball at the collegiate level.

Two are now playing in the Major League!

Chris was a 3 time "Suburban Council Coach of the Year", and in 2009 was
selected as the Times Union's "Coach of the Year". In addition, Chris was named

to All-Regional and All-American Teams in 2009.
Chris currently lives in East Greenbush with his wife Tracy.

Congratulations Coach Dedrick!



CURTIS SANKEY

Curtis Sankey was a superb athlete at Troy High School, where he excelled in
Basketball, Track, and Baseball. He won awards such as the "Times Union All
Star, Second Team" award, "Troy Record All Area First Team" award, "Exceptional
Senior award", "Edward Pickett Athletic Award", and a Gold Medal in the Empire
State games. Curtis went on to play Basketball at SUNY Brockport, where he was
the Captain of the Men's Basketball Team.

Being a gifted athlete prepared Curtis for his career in Coaching. Coach Sankey
understands the physical demands of competing, as well as the mental
preparedness and analysis necessary for success. He is a knowledgeable
basketball teacher and strategist, with acute intelligent perceptions. He is
demanding, which results in high levels of performance. Curtis is fiercely
competitive, but never loses sight of his role in guiding the students in their
journey in life.

Curtis goes above and beyond for those he coaches and as a Physical Education
Teacher. He has spent countless hours with players at the YMCA for additional
coaching sessions. He holds open gym sessions and extra after school weight
room workouts, to help the students achieve their goals. He has helped countless
athletes get to training and evaluation camps. He has arranged one-on-one
assessment sessions with College coaches and has brought students to important
off-season tournaments to increase their visibility. He has an extensive network



of connections that he has worked with to help student-athletes gain visibility in
their programs. He has spent countless hours of his own time, during the
evenings, nights, and weekends to help the student athletes excel.

As the Physical Education Teacher at Goff Middle School, he started the "PE
Sports Club" to honor those students excelling and working hard. He has
organized Field Days, and has set up Movie Nights, all of these initiatives having
impacted the entire middle school community. His gym classes at Goff Middle
School & currently at Red Mill Elementary School are fun and exciting for all
students. He believes in making the student's experience exciting and he
remembers to include everyone.

Curtis has been the Varsity Basketball Coach for 8 years. In addition, he has
coached Modified and JV Basketball. He has also coached Boys Modified, JV, and
Varsity Volleyball, and Girls Freshman Volleyball. He has led the Boys Modified
Volleyball team to first place finishes 7 times.

To quote Coach Sankey, “From the Beginning ‘til the end” was how he helped the
basketball players grasp the importance of maintaining focus, effort, and
execution not only on the court, but throughout the player's lives. Coach Sankey
has undoubtedly impacted the lives of many. He has taught them dedication,
responsibility, cultural diversity, and hard work. Coach Sankey leads by
example, and continues to do so every day.

Congratulations Coach Sankey!



CURRENT MEMBERS OF THE
ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME

ALUMNI ATHLETE CATEGORY:

(IN ORDER OF YEAR OF GRADUATION)

ROYAL HERRINGTON (1942) *
JOHN MARKS (1948)

PETER B. ASHBY (1949)
DONALD BINS (1949) *
HOWARD FULLER (1950) *
CHRISTOPHER ASHBY (1951)*
JOHN OBERMAYER (1951) *
TED BUREK (1952)*

MILT GRAHAM (1952) *

DOUG CANFIELD (1953)
RICHARD ALOISE (1954)*
ROBERT FEDERCHUCK (1954)
ROGER HOWARD (1954)
RICHARD NEAD (1954)

JOHN TULLAR (1954)

JAMES CLIFFORD (1956) *
FRANCIS CLIFFORD (1958)
CLARENCE SEEBERGER (1958) *
RALPH BLAIR (1959) *
THOMAS BOYLE (1960)
WILLIAM GLEASON (1960)
HENRY ROMER (1961)
WILLIAM ROMER (1962)
DAVID HOFFSIS (1966)
MICHAEL M. MAHAR (1966)
GERALD ELLIOTT (1967)
ROBERT MOORE (1967)

BILL MACKEY (1968)

PAUL THOMPSON (1969)
ALBERT RAUSCH (1973)

LOIS (BUCKHOUT) BLEAU (1977)
ROBERT HELLWIG (1977)
MARK NARDACCI (1977)
BARBARA OESTERLIN (1977)
ERICA (BERGMAN) PUENTES (1977)
MICHAEL REGA (1978)

INGE (STOCKMAN) AIKEN (1979)
JAMES WESTMAN (1979)
JOSEPH DIBELLO (1980)
SCOTT PLADEL (1980)

GARY TREMBLAY (1980)

LISA COLPOYS (1982)

DONNA GIRTLER (1982)

SHAY HARRISON (1990)

KURT RANDALL (1990)

MARC WILLIAMS (1991)

JOHN LYONS (1992)

CHRISTINE (NALLEY) ROANE (1992)
MATTHEW THOMPSON (1992)
JULIE FREZON (1994) *

DOUG KEENHOLTS (1995)

NANCY NICSEVIC (1995)

JAMI SERVIDONE (1996)

BECKY SNOW (1996)

MICHELE GOSH (1997)

SAMUEL GRECO (1997)

JAMES MATARESE (1997)

MELISSA (ROY) BASIUK (1998)
SUSAN (YUND) HORST (1998)
MATTHEW LAPORTA (1998)

IAN LOCKE (1998)

KATHLEEN (SMITH) RUSSELL (1998)
JENNIFER (AMYOT) SCHNEIDER (1998)
BONNIE KENNA (1999)

ELIZABETH (ELLIOTT) PALUSHAJ (2000)
CRAIG FORTH (2001)

ANDREW ROSE (2001)

DR. CHELSEA CORR (2002)

CASEY HALLORAN (2002)
CHRISTOPHER ROSENBAUM (2002)
DR. CHRISTA WITTMANN (2002)
THOMAS ARCIDIACONO (2003)
STEPHANIE (ARANGO) ESTREIDGE (2003)
THOMAS GENOVESI (2003)
LYNDSEY (MARQUIT) LUTZ (2003)
DR. LINDSAY PIEPER (2003)

ERIC FERGUSON (2004)

KEITH GLASSER (2004)

JUSTIN HELLWIG: (2004)
JOHNATHAN NICOLLA (2004)

KYLE SMITH (2004)

SARAH HAYES (2005)

KYLE MEYER (2005)

BRYAN ROSE (2006)

KAYLYN SMITH (2006)

ALEXANDER ZAMPIER (2006)

MARK HERRINGTON (2007)

COACH/STAFF MEMBER
CATEGORY:

DENNIS BARRETT *
JAMES BERRIER
NICHOLAS BUDNOWSKI *
PETER CITROLO
EDITH COSGROVE *
GEORGE CZERNO
DOUG HADLEY

GARY HOLTZ
TIMOTHY LANGE
MICHAEL LEONARD
DOROTHY MASIELLO
STEVE MATHEKE
JAMES MCHUGH
JAMES OBERMAYER
FRAN PUGLIESE
RICHARD RANDALL*
HARRY RAPENSKE
THEODORE A. ROMANOWSKI *
JEAN SCHWEIGERT
JOHN SERBALIK
ANTHONY SERVIDONE
ROGER SEYMOUR*
ROBERT SMITH *
STEVE TAYLOR
HENRY WYSOCKI

COMMUNITY MEMBER
CATEGORY:

DICK DORAN *
JAMES FINKE

*Deceased



PETER HOWE (1983)
RUSSELL HILTON (1984)

JOSEPH ROMER (1984)

RICHARD ROMER (1984)

HOLLY CHASE (1985)

BARBARA (FINKE) SAUTER (1985)
LYNNE (MAURA) FITZGERALD (1986)
JOHN KELLER (1986)

GLENN PASSMAN (1987)
ZACHARY SHEA (1987)

ROBIN (ROMER) CHUDY (1988)
LISA (DANIELS) FISHELL (1988)
KRISTEN RANDALL (1988)
JUDITH (FINKE) VITALI (1989)

EMORY PARSONS (2007)
ZACHARY CRAIN (2008)
TYLER HART (2012)
EVAN WALLACE (2012)



