Columbia ]-figﬁ School

Evening Awards Ceremony

Thursday, June 11, 2026



COLUMBIA HIGH SCHOOL
ANNUAL AWARDS/RECOGNITION CEREMONY
Evening of June 11, 2026

OPENING Natalie Krisanda, President of Student Council 2025-2026
Matthew Pallone, Vice President of Student Council 2025-2026

Chamber Singers National Anthem
Introduction of Michael J. Harkin, CHS Principal

PRESENTATION OF AWARDS
AWARD PRESENTER RECIPIENT
The Education Foundation Academic Achievement Kimberly Turner
Award Board of Education President

Presented to two students who demonstrate academic
excellence and exemplary citizenship in the high school
community and who are interested in pursuing post-secondary
education.

One scholarship is awarded to a student attending a_four-year
college or university.

Lincoln Gipson

A second scholarship is awarded to a student attending a Reina Sullivan
two-year school for an Associate’s degree, certificate or a
vocational program.

EGCSD Education Foundation Service Awards Kimberly Turner Natalie Krisanda
Presented to two students who demonstrate a commitment to Board of Education President Ella Miano

the community in the areas of community service, leadership,

and extracurricular activities.

Timothy J. Murphy Foundation Scholarship Mary Pat Donnelly Lincoln Gipson
Awarded to a student who is either a child or grandchild of a

public safety officer or pursuing a career in law enforcement in

honor of Police Detective Timothy J. Murphy of the Albany

Police Department.

East Greenbush Teachers’ Association Awards Dan Wagner Hailey Miller
Student enrolled in a 4 year program leading to a teaching EGTA President
certificate



10.

NYS Attorney General Triple “C” Awards
Recognizes students who, by their character, courage and
commitment, reflect the highest values in their school and the
community.

Liza Warner Memorial Scholarship

This award recognizes graduating seniors who are
pursuing further education in Cosmetology, Business and
Criminal Justice.

Christopher Bascom Senior Scholar Award
Established in 2004 to commemorate Christopher's life that
was taken away so tragically by a hit and run driver. To honor
and perpetuate Christopher s memory, financial assistance will
be awarded to deserving seniors who possess and exhibit many
of the same qualities that made Chris such a special and fine
young man. His spirit, which truly defined him, was his
compassion and willingness to help others, his enthusiasm,
delightful sense of humor and fun loving personality; his
motivation that brought out the best in others; his love of
history and great interest in sports and most importantly his
loyalty, love and devotion to his family and friends.

Melissa H. Gilligan Memorial Scholarship

This award is given in memory of Mrs. Gilligan, a

longtime teacher at Bell Top Elementary School and past
recipient of the East Greenbush Teachers’ Association Teacher
of the Year award. Recipients are graduating seniors who have
demonstrated academic achievement, involvement in the school
community, and who intend to pursue a career in education.

The Derek Murphy Memorial Award

Awarded to a senior who excelled in academics and was
involved within the community despite serious challenges
in their life.

The Casey Frankoski Memorial Scholarship

A beloved member of our community, Casey Frankoski, passed
away tragically in a helicopter crash while honorably serving
our country in March 2024. This Scholarship is intended for
high school seniors who display characteristics Casey
emulated. Some examples of these include: being a leader,
being a positive role model among peers, motivating peers,
working hard to meet a goal when met with a challenge,
showing empathy towards others, in summary, being genuine in
all they do.

Michael Harkin

Mary Hendrick
Martha Warner

Amy Plantz

Evan Gilligan

Frankie Gilligan

Kyle Gilligan

Jamie Steck

Leia Nardacci

Marlee Montejano
Avin Meyette

Eryn Bruce
Helen Ketzer
Breanna Robinson

Ryan Asenbauer
Lincoln Gipson
Trevor Gully
Natalie Krisanda
Brady Martyn

Hailey Miller
Molly Simmons

Natalie Krisanda

Trevor Gully
Anthone Marozas
Brady Martyn



I1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

The American Legion Award Al Yasus

To the senior boy and senior girl who are outstanding in ~ 1st Vice Commander

qualities of honor, courage, scholarship, leadership, and
service.

East Greenbush Kiwanis - Key Club Service Award Lynne Catelotti

31000 award to two graduating seniors who have been President, Kiwanis Club of EG

members of Key Club and demonstrated Exceptional Noreen Barrett

Service to Key Club and The Community. Secretary, Kiwanis Club of EG
The Louis Case Memorial Scholarship Award Michael Case
The Louis Case Memorial Scholarship Award is given in Joseph (Joe) Case

memory of 1995 Columbia High School Graduate Louis Case.
This award is presented to a student/athlete who has
demonstrated a high standard of sportsmanship, outstanding
performance in their sports, a great desire to win and loyalty to
their team and school.

Kimberly Jaye Decker Scholarship Patricia Farnan
The Kimberly Jaye Decker Scholarship is awarded to one

senior student who has been accepted at an accredited 2-year

or 4-year college, or an accredited vocational or trade school.

The recipient chosen will have shown the ability to overcome
personal adversity (family, medical, physical, etc.) in working
toward their educational and/or career goals.

This award was made possible by the generous gift of James
and Carol Decker in the memory of their daughter, Kimberly, a
1978 graduate of Columbia High School.

The Robert King Award for Excellence in Patricia Farnan
Social Studies

This award is designed to recognize students at Columbia High

School who demonstrate not only academic achievement but

also a profound commitment to the study of our world, its

history, and its governing systems.

This award serves as a tribute to students who view Social

Studies not just as a graduation requirement, but as a lens

through which they understand and engage with society.

Clarkson University High School Awards Patricia Farnan
Presented to members of the junior class who

demonstrate outstanding leadership qualities and have

made positive contributions to both school and

community. They will qualify for a tuition scholarship

should they choose to enroll at Clarkson University.

Achievement
Leadership

Cheyenne Bott
Anthone Marozas

Caidyn Albano

Sophia Galligan

Justin Murphy

Caidyn Albano
Ella Miano

Mariam Conteh

Nicholas Ferrara
Elizabeth Daoust
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The NYS Seal of Biliteracy Award
Awarded to seniors who have attained a high level of
proficiency in both English and a World Language.

The NYS Seal of Civic Readiness

Awarded to seniors who have attained a high level of
proficiency in terms of civic knowledge, skills, mindset,
and experiences.

Michelle Hall
Marna Meltzer-McMorris
Sabine Murphy

Wendy McAlonie
Kelley Sheraw

Jaron Ryan Abat
Piper Gentile
Robert Graziano
Madison Groves
Ifrah Hoque
Natalie Krisanda
Sophia Laquidara
Manyata Madan
Yash Mansharamani
Serena Militello
Sydney Mills
Aeva Nixt McClave
Natalie Perkins
Deidre Quail
Hayaa Shah
Reina Sullivan
Rori Tayler

Holly Thorpe
Isabela Utter
Mary Weinheimer
Ariq Zaman

Jaron Ryan Abat
Ryan Asenbauer
Aneira Bailey
Alexander Breig
Zoe Church

Keira Cook

Emily Craven
Truth Cunningham
Caroline Dubuque
Ryan Ecker
Johnny Edick
Zachary Erdmann
Kurt Vincent Federis
Ella Forte

Sophia Galligan
Nathan Garrigan
Piper Gentile
Lincoln Gipson
Robert Graziano
Madison Groves
Stella Guzek

Riley Hauenstein
Thomas Herkenham
Ifrah Hoque

Elliot Jagger

Finn Jordan
Omkar Kamat
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(Continued)

The NYS Seal of Civic Readiness

Awarded to seniors who have attained a high level of
proficiency in terms of civic knowledge, skills, mindset,
and experiences.

NYS Comptroller Achievement Award Michael Harkin
Student who has excelled academically and shown leadership

potential by volunteering time to serve the school or

community.

Assemblyman Ashby Service in Action Award Michael Harkin
To recognize students who demonstrate a commitment to

Natalie Krisanda
Sophia Laquidara
Lilliana Larson
Taylor Lawrence
Eliana Linsk

Aki Lovely
Manyata Madan
Yash Mansharamani
Anthone Marozas
Brady Martyn
Ethan McGrady
Logan Messina
Tessa Miano
Serena Militello
Sydney Mills
Charlotte Mueller
Elise Oboyski
Jayaditya Palai
Addelyn Panasci
Marianna Pettinger
Maggie Pollard
Deidre Quail
Sarah Rainville
Connor Reynolds
Madison Rizzo
Alex Saddlemire
Hayaa Shah
Molly Simmons
Annalinda Spanswick
Reina Sullivan
Rori Tayler
Holly Thorpe
Molly Tracey
Samuel Ulmer
Isabela Utter
Brooke Wagner
Carson Wasbes
Ava Weiss

Helen Ketzer
Carter Wasula

Johnny Edick
Ella Forte
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volunteering and are actively serving their community with
their time and talents.

Dr. Lori A. Farnan Award

Presented to a senior who plans on entering the field of
medicine and who has displayed exceptional academic ability
and community service.

The Farnan Family Award

Presented to a senior who plans on entering the business or
communication fields, who has shown commitment to
volunteerism, and who has displayed extraordinary teamwork
and dedication in athletics or other extracurricular activities.
Presented by Ryan Farnan and family who are grateful for the
support, lessons and friendships received as part of the East
Greenbush community.

University of Rochester -

Bausch + Lomb Honorary Science Award
Presented to a student who has high achievement and
rigor in their science and math classes. This student is
also recognized for their positive contributions to their
school and within their larger community.

University of Rochester -

Frederick Douglass and Susan B. Anthony Award
Awarded to a student who has demonstrated commitment to
understanding and addressing difficult social issues as well as
showing leadership and a dedication to community action.
Strong grades and rigorous courses taken throughout their
years in the humanities and social sciences.

University of Rochester -

George Eastman Young Leaders Award

Awarded to the student who has shown strong leadership,
high grades with challenging courses and extensive
involvement in extracurricular activities. The award
recognizes future leaders who may have an impact on
our world.

University of Rochester -

Xerox Award for Innovation and Information
Technology

Presented to a student who shares in the pursuit of
innovative approaches and has appreciation for the
possibilities of technology.

Patricia Farnan

Patricia Farnan

Michael Harkin

Michael Harkin

Ed Kilmartin

Ed Kilmartin

William Bollam

Natalie Krisanda

Logan Turchin

Eliot Merritt

Connor Bradley

Lyla Maguftin
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The Ruth Hurr Memorial Scholarship

Awarded to a senior who has demonstrated academic
excellence in social studies using effective writing and research
as well as showing civic responsibility and good citizenship.

The Christine F. Wurstlin, M.D. Memorial Science
Award

Presented to a student who has achieved outstanding
accomplishments in the field of science and has demonstrated
exceptional scientific curiosity or potential.

The Wurstlin Family Science Award

Awarded to a sophomore who has maintained a strong
academic record in the sciences during the first two years of
high school.

Jean M. Tracy Memorial English Department Award
for Excellence

Awarded to a senior who has consistently demonstrated
excellence in English expression combined with a deep respect
for the traditions of literature.

Susan Smetana Award

Awarded to a 9R or 11R student who demonstrates high
academic standards and a strong background in community
service.

Mr. Terrance L. Brewer Scholarship Award

In recognition for promoting tolerance, endorsing
diversity and demonstrating friendship to a fellow
student in a recognized and responsible manner.

The Doug and Lynda Porter Scholarship

The Doug and Lynda Porter Scholarship Committee will award
one scholarship in the amount of $500 to a Columbia High
School graduating senior who has excelled in and has a
genuine interest in math and music. This award was made
possible by the generous gift of Mr. and Mrs. Porter who were
longtime teachers in the music and math departments in the
EGCSD. The recipient chosen best exemplifies a well-rounded
academic and musical individual.

Thomas Bellisario Scholarship
Awarded to graduating seniors who have navigated hardships,
are dealing with adversity, or have overcome adversity.

Shirley Kelly Scholarship
This scholarship is awarded to a student accepted to a college
and major in an education and career in elementary education.

Jack Stewart/Ann Collins Scholarship

Patricia Farnan

Patricia Farnan

Patricia Farnan

Michael Harkin

Michael Harkin

Edward Kilmartin

Edward Kilmartin

Edward Kilmartin

Patricia Farnan

Patricia Farnan

Hayaa Shah

Nicholas Ferrara

Riya Malge

Piper Gentile

Amber Smith

Rori Tayler

Aneira Bailey

Natalie Perkins

Katherine Hanna

Joseph Miller
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Presented to students who exemplify the principles of the Elks,
which is to bring charity, justice, brotherly love, and fidelity to
your community.

NextStep Federal Credit Union Community Service
Award

Awarded to a senior who has demonstrated a continued
commitment to community service.

Knights of Pythias Award

Albany City Lodge No. 540 Knights of Pythias Achievement
Award presented for extra-curricular activities and/or
community endeavors.

The Hope Chapel Citizenship Award

Presented to students who have best exemplified not only being
sensitive to those around them, but have gone out of their way
to help.

Tyler Coyne Culinary School Memorial Scholarship

Presented to a senior pursuing a career in the culinary arts
field.

The Rocky Prinzo Memorial Scholarship
Presented to a senior who exhibits good sportsmanship on the
field, good character off the field and who also expresses pride

in their community.

Julia O. Wells Memorial

The foundation offers a monetary award to be given to a
senior who plans to pursue a career in professional
nursing.

Presentation of the Class of 2026
Top Honor Graduates

Michael Harkin Erika Tirino
Michael Harkin Sean Boniface
Michael Harkin Holden Janiszewski

Rori Tayler
Edward Kilmartin Cooper Roland
Edward Kilmartin Sean Boniface
Edward Kilmartin Charlotte Field
Michael Harkin



CLASS OF 2026 HONOR GRADUATES

VALEDICTORIAN: LINCOLN GIPSON
SALUTATORIANS: MANYATA MADAN
NATALIE PERKINS

JARON RYAN ABAT
RYAN ASENBAUER
ANEIRA BAILEY
CALEB CURTIS

SUMMA CUM LAUDE
With Highest Honor

ELIANA LINSK
MANYATA MADAN
SERENA MILITELLO
NATALIE PERKINS

RYAN ECKER LAUREN PRUSKY
LINCOLN GIPSON HAYAA SHAH
ROBERT GRAZIANO MARY WEINHEIMER
FINN JORDAN AVA WEISS
NATALIE KRISANDA ARIQ ZAMAN
MAGNA CUM LAUDE
With High Honor
EMILY CRAVEN AEVA NIXT MCCLAVE
ELLA FORTE SARAH RAINVILLE
STELLA GUZEK ISABELA UTTER
SOPHIA LAQUIDARA WADE WILMOTH
LILLTIANA LARSON
CUM LAUDE
With Honor

JOHNNY EDICK ZACHARY PAULI
KURT VINCENT FEDERIS EVAN VICTOR POLE
SOPHIA GALLIGAN DEIDRE QUAIL
NATHAN GARRIGAN MADISON RIZZO
RILEY HAUENSTEIN KATHERINE SCHOONMAKER
OMKAR KAMAT MOLLY SIMMONS
TAYLOR LAWRENCE ANNALINDA SPANSWICK
JOSHUA LEWANDUSKY HOLLY THORPE
YASH MANSHARAMANI MOLLY TRACEY

ADDELYN PANASCI



*Refreshments donated by the East Greenbush Teachers Association

The following Music Awards were given out at our
Spring Concert:

John Phillip Sousa Band Award

For over forty-five years, thousands of US high schools
have chosen this award to honor their most deserving
senior band student. The Sousa Award recognizes
superior musicianship, leadership, dependability, loyalty
and cooperation; qualities that directors strive to develop
in all students.

National School Orchestra Award
Given to a senior who has shown outstanding
performance and commitment to the orchestra.

National School Choral Award
Given to a senior who has shown outstanding
performance and commitment to the chorus

Justin Russell Memorial Jazz Award

This award is given in the memory of a Jazz Band student
who died in an alcohol-related incident and is given to
the senior who best demonstrates the spirit that was
Justin Russell - enthusiasm, dedication and a love for

playing.

East Greenbush Friends of Music Association
2021 Music Enrichment Award

Jazz
Orchestra

Music Education Award
The Music Education Scholarship is presented to a
Columbia High School senior who has chosen music
education as a major and best demonstrates the
character, talents and communicative skills that the
teaching profession demands.

Jon Kusche

Jarod Grieco

Shellie Park

David Bresnahan

David Bresnahan

Jarod Grieco

Jarod Grieco

Ryan Ecker

Robert Graziano

Mary Weinheimer

Logan Messina

Jaron Abat

Marianna Pettinger

Marianna Pettinger



