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OPENING  Natalie Krisanda, President of Student Council 2025-26 
Matthew Pallone, Vice President of Student Council 2025-26 
 
Chamber Singers National Anthem 
Introduction of Michael J. Harkin, CHS Principal 

 

PRESENTATION OF AWARDS 
 

 AWARD RECIPIENT 

1. Commitment to and Excellence in Art Award  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ty Baron 
Emily Craven 
Jack Davis 
Piper Gentile 
Sydney Gier 
Robert Lindberg 
Brody Messier 
Sydney Mills 
Deidre Quail 
Reid Schiermeyer 
Sania Taney 
Maxine Wingfield 
 
 
 

 
2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Edward L. Witko Scholarship 
Edward Witko lived for his family, friends and chosen profession.  In his ten 
year career in law enforcement, he served with honesty, integrity and loyalty 
and was admired by all.  He trained with an intensity that gave all who knew 
him comfort in knowing that he was part of us.  In August of 2010, Officer 
Edward L. Witko died tragically while participating in a motorcycle benefit 
run for Combat Veterans.  This scholarship will be dedicated to the memory 
of Edward Witko, #29 

 
Erika Tirino 

   



3. AAA Northeast Driver Education Award 
Presented to an outstanding Driver Education student who 
distinguished themselves in the skills and attitudes that make a safe 
driver. 
 
 
 

Carter Cantara 
Riley Sheehan 

4. 
 

 

Participation in Government  
The following PIG Projects were selected as the winners at our Fall and 
Spring Assemblies. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. 
 
 
 

Winning Bill - Fall 2025 
Stewart’s Student Discount Card 
 
 
 
Winning Bill - Spring 2026 
Regulation of Data Centers and AI in the United States 
 
 
 
Distinction in Economics 
In recognition of their academic excellence in Economics. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Finn Jordan 
Connor Reynolds 
Carson Wasbes 
 
 

Christopher Austin 
 
 
 
 
 

Fall Semester 
Ryan Asenbauer 
Emily Craven 
Thomas DelGross 
Nathan Garrigan 
Lincoln Gipson 
Caden Schultz 
 

Spring Semester 
Johnny Edick 
Ella Forte 
Natalie Krisanda 
Sophia Laquidara 
Lilliana Larson 
Ethan McGrady 
Cole Posniewski 
Annalinda Spanswick 
Angelo Stuto 
 
 



 
6. 

 

The Key Club Award  
Best demonstrated the ideals of Key Club through service and 
leadership.  

 
Caidyn Albano 
Emmeline Bombard 
Madison Groves 
Saige Keenholts 
Eva Roberts 
 

7. The Key Club Service Award 
This award is presented in recognition of your enthusiastic 
commitment to Key Club 

Lin Aung 
Jasmine Lin 
Allison McCready 
Logan Sheehan 
Nichaelly Suwanto 

  
Surprise Teacher Performance 
 

 
 

8. Student Council Constant Contributor Award 
Presented to a Student Council member who has demonstrated exceptional 
leadership for all four years of high school. 

Natalie Krisanda 

9. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

10. 
 
 
 
 

11. 

Devils for Inclusion Award 
Awarded to a member or members of Columbia's Devils for Inclusion club 
who has shown exceptional service to both the school and the Unified Sports 
program. The recipient is someone who has gone above and beyond for the 
program as a whole and has aided in helping Columbia to become a more 
inclusive environment.  
 
Peer Leadership Award 
Awarded to students who have displayed exceptional leadership 
qualities in club functions and meetings. 
 
2026 "Columbian" Yearbook Award  
This award is given by the advisors of the "Columbian" yearbook, based on 
faculty nominations.  The recipient  is a graduating senior who has 
demonstrated a respect for the traditions of Columbia High School, is a 
strong representative of the graduating class, and shows a particular  interest 
in,  and a respect for, the idea of preserving  memories to document important 
and poignant events for future generations.    

Shaylee Hanshe 
Rori Tayler 
 
 
 
 
 
Sharlea Oliver 

 
 
Cheyenne Bott 

12. Devil’s Advocate Award for Excellence in Journalism: 
Outstanding Service Award for Editor-in-Chief 
 
 
Certificate of Appreciation for Rising Editor 

 
Manyata Madan 
Ariq Zaman 
 
 

Natalie Jordan 
Andrea Tagliento 

   



13. Smith College Book Award 
Awarded to an outstanding junior female who exemplifies academic 
achievement, leadership qualities and concern for others. 

Mariam Conteh 

14. Williams Book Award 
Awarded to a junior in the top 5% of his or her class who has demonstrated 
intellectual leadership, and has made a significant contribution to the 
extracurricular life of the school. 

Michael Sano 

 

15. The Traditions of Drama Award 
Awarded to a senior who has contributed significantly to an understanding of 
and love for dramatic and fine arts within our school community. 
 

Kaden Witte 

16. English Department Distinguished Scholar Award 
Awarded to the senior who has consistently demonstrated a passion for the 
English language and achieved excellence within English studies for four 
years. 

Robert Graziano 

17. 
 
 

 
 

18. 

Harvard University Book Award 
Awarded to a junior who has achieved excellence in academic studies while 
participating in worthwhile extracurricular activities. 
 
Commitment to Advancement in English Language Arts Award 
Awarded to a student who has demonstrated a concerted effort in all English 
classes and has shown significant advancement in reading, writing, and 
analytical skills. 

William Bollam 
 
 
 
Ethan McGrady 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

19. 

 
Talent Show Winner 
 
 
Student Sage College Scholarship 
Awarded to the juniors who exhibit characteristics of academic 
excellence, student leadership and community involvement. 

 
Giana Weiss 
 
 
Jessica Lopez 
Ayana Rosario 
 

20. 
 

Elmira College Key Award 
Awarded to a junior in recognition of high school achievement, 
leadership, citizenship and participation in extracurricular activities. 

Ayana Rosario 

 
 

 
21. 

 
St. Bonaventure Bonnie Scholarship Award 
Awarded to those that have a keen interest in service, celebrating 
diversity, students who demonstrate an interest in acquiring a great 
depth of broad knowledge at a liberal arts institution, and those who 
will embrace the mission and values of St. Bonaventure. 
 

 
Jackson Cooper 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

22. 
 

 

 

Alfred State Pioneer Leaders Award 
Awarded to a student who has the passion and integrity needed to 
become a successful leader. 
 

Angelina Boniface 
 
 

23. High Point University 
Presented to a  junior who has established a strong academic record 
and is an engaged member of their school and community. 
 

 
Aashrith Morkonda 
 

 

24. 
 

St. Lawrence University Book Award 
Awarded to a high school junior who has displayed a significant 
commitment to community service. 

Jesse Graiff 

 
 

25. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26. 

UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT:  
Citizen Scholar Book Nomination  
This nomination is given to a deserving junior who has demonstrated 
both outstanding dedication to scholarship inside the classroom and 
impressive duty to citizenship outside the classroom. 
 
Hudson Valley Community College Book Award 
This recipient is chosen because of his or her hard work and 
individuality. 

 
Allison Hutton 
 
 
 
 
Zachary Sanford 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Columbia High School Chamber Singers 
 

 
 
Build Me Up Buttercup 

27. World Language Department Awards 
This award recognizes academic achievement in the study of world 
language. 
 
French 
 
German 
Spanish 
 
This award recognizes effort, commitment and enthusiasm to the 
study of world language. 
 
German 
Spanish 

 
 
 
 
Manyata Madan 
Serena Militello 
Charlotte Mueller 

Sydney Mills 
 
 
 
 
 
Olivia Redden 

Isabela Utter 

   



28. Faculty Consideration 
This award is presented to the most considerate senior in the 
graduating class. 
 

Breanna Robinson 

29. Faculty Service Award 
Awarded to the student who has shown significant assistance to 
Columbia staff. 
 

Natalie Krisanda 

30. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
31. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NFP - Dignum and Bame Insurance Agency Awards for 
Excellence in the Field of BusinessRecognition for Achievement in 
Business Courses and Outstanding Character. 
 
 
 
Completion of a Technical Endorsement in Business 
The following students have successfully completed 3.5 credits of 
business courses (some of which students earned Hudson Valley 
Community College credits). Students have completed up to three 
Pathways in Accounting/Finance, Business Management 
Administration and/or Computer Applications for Business to obtain 
a Technical Endorsement on their Diploma through the New York 
State Education Department. 

Sean Boniface 
Brady Martyn  
Addelyn Panasci 
Maggie Pollard 
 
 
Patrick Ayotte 
Aiden Cohen 
Zachary Erdmann 
Sophia Galligan 
Thomas Herkenham 
Yash Mansharamani (3) 
Ascher Melino 
Christina Salvatore 
Austin Thomas 
 

32. SRP Outstanding Business Student Award 
Given to a senior business student who has excelled in Business 
education in memory of all departed members of the East Greenbush 
School Related Personnel support staff. 

Johnny Edick 
Zachary Erdmann 
Thomas Herkenham 
Yash Mansharamani 
Ascher Melino 

 
33. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

34. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
RPI Rensselaer Medal Award 
To recognize the superlative academic achievement of young men and 
women as well as promising juniors who have distinguished 
themselves in mathematics and science. 
 
 
US Air Force Excellence in Math and Science Award 
Freshman 
Sophomore 
Junior  
Senior 
 
 
 

 
Michael Sano 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Carter LaGrave 
Seamus Baxter 
William Bollam 
Lincoln Gipson 
 
 
 



35. 
 
 
 

 
36. 

 
 

United States Marine Corps Scholastic Excellence Award 
 
 
 
United States Marine Corps Distinguished Athlete Award 
 

Taylor Lawrence 
Anthone Marozas 
 
 
Sean Boniface 
Stella Guzek 

37. 
 
 
 
 
 

38. 
 

Western New England- Book Award 
This award is typically given to a student who shows high levels of 
leadership through extracurricular activities and community service 
 
 
NYS Mathematics League Award for Excellence 
Columbia High School has participated in the NYS Mathematics 
League for more than 25 years.  There are six contests during the 
school year which draw problems from a wide range of high school 
topics.  Out of more than 140 Columbia students who participated, 
this student achieved the highest score. 

Lauren Bogucki 
 
 
 
 
Brady Mosher 

 

  
Columbia Idol 

 
Emma Leyhane 
 

39. Ethnic Coalition Inclusion Award 
Presented to students who demonstrate an overwhelming desire to 
promote equality, acceptance and respect for all within our school 
community. 

Rori Tayler 
Giana Weiss 

 
40. 

 
 

 
41. 

 
PE Student of the Year Award 
 
 
PE100 Student of the Year Award 
 

 
Oluwadamiloye Fagade 
Tessa Warner 
 
Ethan McGrady 
Anthone Marozas 
Christina Salvatore 

42. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Columbia Strength and Conditioning  Award 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sean Boniface 
Sophia Galligan 
Sarah Rainville 
Molly Tracey 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



43. 2026 NYS Capital Zone High School PE Award 
This award honors students who exemplify the values of physical 
education through strong character, sportsmanship, perseverance, 
responsibility, and leadership both inside and outside of school. 
Recipients have distinguished themselves through high levels of 
physical performance, academic achievement, and meaningful 
involvement in school or community activities. 
 

Austin Agar 
Sean Boniface 
Sarah Rainville 
 
 
 

44. CAP Achievement Award 
Presented to the student who has shown excellence in academics, 
citizenship and exemplifies kindness to others. 

Nevaeh Prugel 
 

 
45. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

46. 

 
RIT Awards 
This award recognizes high school juniors who have distinguished 
themselves academically, are active and involved members of their 
school and community, and demonstrate outstanding achievement in: 
 
 
Engineering and Technology  
 
Humanities and Social Sciences 
 
Science and Math 
 
 
 
Science Department Awards 
Biology 
 
Chemistry 
 
Earth Science 
 
Environmental Science 
 
Physics 
 
Cumulative Excellence in Science 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Elizabeth Daoust 
 
Andrew Puglisi 
 
Snehaa Gopinath 

 
 
 
 
Alexandra Turner 

 
Lukas Rauch 

 
Maya LaCasse 

 
Lincoln Gipson 

 
Michael Sano 
 
Ryan Ecker 
Omkar Kamat 
Lilliana Larson 
Manyata Madan 
Logan Messina 
Hayaa Shah 
Angelo Stuto 
Mary Weinheimer 
 



47. Science Research 
To be a graduate of this program, students must create and perform 
authentic research experiments under the direction of a supervising 
scientist.  Science research is a rigorous program which requires time 
management skills, presentation and writing skills, and research skills 
in a laboratory or field setting.  Students have spent hundreds of 
hours on their projects and they should be very proud. The following 
seniors have stood the test of time and completed the three year 
program in grand fashion. 
 

 
The Combined Effects of Various Albedos and Concentrated Amounts 
of CO2 on the Climate of the Exoplanet TRAPPIST-1e  
 
The Impact of Travel Distance to Healthcare Clinics on 
Low-Birth-Weight Rates in Selected Regions  

Autonomous Motivation, Coach-Control and the Athlete-Coach 
Relationship Correlated to Disordered Eating  

Humanity's Many Effects on One of the Oldest Creatures on Earth, 
Sharks and Their Fleeting Populations  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Aneira Bailey 

 
 
Kaylee Mercer 

 
 
Sarah Rainville 

 
 
Liam Smith 
 
 
 
 

 
48. 

 
Len Michon Memorial Social Studies Department Award  
Honors the memory of Leonard Michon who was a beloved teacher 
and Supervisor of Social Studies in East Greenbush for many years.  
Given to the student who has demonstrated outstanding character, 
scholarship, leadership and service. 
 
 
 

 
Natalie Krisanda 

49. 
 
 
 
 

Mayflower Award 
Awarded to two students who have demonstrated proficiency in the 
study of U.S. History and understanding of its Constitution. 

Lincoln Gipson 
Finn Jordan 
 

 Musical Performance Stuart Mangione 
Holly Thorpe 
Kaden Witte 

 
 

**Today's Musical Performance was provided by the CHS Jazz Band** 


